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Days 1 & 2  September 23rd & 24th 
 

Were spent traversing the time zones to New Guinea. Though some had already arrived in 

Singapore a day or two or three earlier. A very good idea by all accounts and something well 

worth considering for anyone joining this trip in the future. Linda meanwhile had gone the whole 

hog and had arrived at Walindi some days previously. The rest of us met up in the boarding area 

in Singapore for our Air Niugini flight to Port Moresby which left promptly at just before 

midnight. 

 

 

Day 3  September 25th  The Airport Hotel and to Walindi 
 

We arrived into Port Moresby not long after eight and found our way through the visa process, 

which had now upgraded to having an ATM available to get that necessary one hundred Kina to 

be granted the PNG visa. Something hadn't changed though – the queues for those getting visas on 

arrival were considerably shorter than the queue for those who had already got their visa.  
 

We met up with Jenny and were whisked to the nearby Airport Hotel where we spent the next 

three hours. We started with a nice cuppa on the balcony that overlooks the airfield. Singing 

Starlings and Rufous-breasted Honeyeaters were in the trees. Earlier we'd seen Lesser Golden 

Plovers, Masked Lapwings, Purple Gallinules and lots of Eastern Cattle Egrets on the runway. We 

took a little walk, watching Willie Wagtails and many more honeyeaters and Gillian found us two 

superb Green Figbirds. There were several butterflies about notably the large swallowtail Papilio 

aegeus and the lurcher Yoma sabina. Best amongst the butterflies was a curious satyrid that was 

mimicking a crow. This was a type of palmfly, Elymnias agondas, whose shimmering blue uppers 

and white spotted deep brown-grey underside were a perfect match for several of the crows 

(butterflies that is!), except the bottom of the corner of the hindwing had a large orange patch with 

twin eye-spots. It even flew and settled like a crow. This species also has another form that looks 

completely different, mimicking a Taeneris! 
 

We headed back into the midday shade and a rather superb buffet. The main courses were fine, the 

salads excellent, especially the Japanese dishes, but it was the puddings which took the biscuit! 

One or two of us tried a bit of each to decide which was best; there were some really fine chocolate 

creations, but it was the passion fruit crème brulee tarts that won – truly scrumptious! 
 

Jenny met us a little before one and we headed down to the domestic terminal, completed our 
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check-in and then went through to the departure gate. There were flights to all corners of New 

Guinea, more corners than there are roads, and a number were being delayed. Ours was too, but 

an hour was acceptable.  
 

We flew up over the highlands of the Owen Stanley Range, cloud masking some but not all of the 

magnificent scenery, then we dropped to the Bismarck Sea and crossed the wide blue expanse 

before reaching land again. Here we could see volcanoes clad in thick forest, islands ringed with 

reefs, and rivers traversing the forests, and not a sign of humans until we came across some 

forestry roads before returning to pristine forest againas we crossed the central divide. Then it was 

down into Hoskins where we landed at the little airport. Baggage was brought to an outdoor table 

and then we were into Walindi's coaster bus and Patrick drove us to the lodge itself. At the airport 

Metallic Starlings chuntered around the terminal building, a Pacific Golden Plover or two were on 

the runway, and our first Eclectic Parrots went over. 
 

The one-hour journey passed in a sleepy haze, the roadsides lined with oil palm plantations and 

therefore little wildlife to see. Occasional impressive fruit bats (Pteropus neohibernicus) flew past. 

We arrived at the lovely Walindi Lodge and settled in. Dinner at seven was presaged by some local 

school children doing some dances to raise money for their local school. 
 

Day 4  September 26th Walindi – Kimbe Bay & Kilu Ridge 
 

We were into breakfast by just after five! Already there was a hint of dawn in the air and by the 

time we had boarded the boat for our trip out into Kimbe Bay, it was just about fully light, at five-

forty-five. The sun came up amongst clouds surrounding the volcanoes to the east, a beautiful 

sight. We sped across the very calm waters, making for several small islands off to one side of the 

bay, in these we were going to birdwatch, and then round one of them, snorkel.  
 

However cetacean-kind thought differently and we were duly enticed to one side by a small group 

of Bottle-nosed Dolphins. Two of these came in to bow-ride, moving powerfully and smoothly 

through the water below the prow. We watched spellbound. Once or twice the dolphins moved on 

to their sides and looked up at us. There were dolphins scattered over the area and we caught up 

with various groups of them. Suddenly something strange in the water – was it two dolphin tails 

continually sticking out of the water – no – it was a Sailfish. What a magnificent sight this was, the 

metre and half long fish was lounging on the surface and had its impressive dorsal fin erected out 

of the water as well as its upper caudal fin. Andrew gradually drew the boat closer... until we had 

this stunning fish right under the prow. Its tall sail was strongly purple-infused with the rising sun 

lighting it from the side. As if this wasn't good enough there was a group of Bottle-nosed Dolphins 

cruising through fifty metres further in front and the volcanic slopes beyond were crowned with a 

decent little plume of smoke! 
 

We left them, passing more dolphins, these more Bottle-nosed Dolphins and some distant Spinner 

Dolphins. Black-naped and Common Terns were frequently seen, and one collection of terns 

included two Black Noddies. 
 

To the west were geysir-like spouts of steam which we were told erupt from a bubbling hot spring. 

Then we reached the islands. The first one, Big Malumalu, looked to be just a few acres, and was 

raised coral rubble, topped by a luxuriant hat of trees with a background of striking volcanic 

peaks. Here we anchored up and spent an hour studying the birdlife. We were introduced to the 

pigeon of the isles, otherwise known as Island Imperial Pigeon, whose soft good looks and 

resonant self-effacing laughing call was to be with us the rest of the morning, the call audible even 
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below the water when we were snorkelling! These were abundant, but here we also noted the 

Bismarck endemic Yellow-tinted Imperial Pigeon – a rather odd name in that the bird is clearly 

black and white! Andrew soon spotted a perched up Nicobar Pigeon, that great island hopper, and 

during the next hour we saw one or two more as well as at least two Stephan's Ground Doves 

parading up and down the beach. Metallic Starlings were visiting their nests. Red-throated 

Sclater's Myzomela, a New Britain endemic, and the very neat little Island Monarch and pretty 

Mangrove Golden Whistler were seen. From our mooring we could see specks of blue where 

Chromis inhabited the shallow reef-top and an impressive Smashing Mantis Shrimp was spotted 

off one side of the boat. Ospreys showed us their fishing moves and all the while pigeons came 

and went. 

  

Then it was to Restorf where we disembarked onto an idyllic little beach. We spent the next hour 

or so covering a few hundred metres, partly because there was so much to see and partly because 

the terrain was a little difficult! We found a beautiful orchid which seems to be a Dryadorchis, with 

typical orange-spotted white flowers, the only thing is this genus seems to be confined to mainland 

PNG, so more research needed on this one! Many of the trees had a nutmeg-like fruit complete 

with 'mace'. Skinks scattered everywhere as we went. We started to see the occasional butterfly, a 

'rustic' Cupha prosope and the 'great crow' Euploea phaenareta, though here it was an odd white 

brownii form of this widespread insect. Pigeons were to the fore again with more brief views of 

several Nicobar Pigeons, and Alan spotted a Mackinlay’s Cuckoo-Dove. We found two Beach 

Kingfishers and a Pacific Reef Egret along the shoreline. 
 

Then it was into the water for some snorkelling. What can I say! Superb. Certainly the best place 

I've snorkelled in terms of fantastic corals and amazing variety of fish. The corals came in all 

shapes and sizes, and were exceptionally colourful too. Amongst these perched anemones and 

starfish. One of the boatmen showed us a marvellous frilly pink Nudibranch. Christmas Tree 

Worms opened and closed on large corals, they were red, orange, blue, green, white etc. On the 

deeper sandy bottoms were huge sea slugs, and I saw a White-tipped Reef Shark swim 

purposefully past me. There were so many butterfly and angel fishes. There were Latticed and 

Eastern Triangular Butterflyfishes as well as boldly-marked Vagabond and delicate Redfin 

Butterflyfishes. Lurking by steep coral walls were groups of Humphead Bannerfishes, these 

strangely-shaped fish are always great to see. Among the large Angelfish were Regal, Emperor 

and Six-banded. ‘Herds’ of Pinktail Triggerfish were seen as well as groups of Tomini 

Bristletooths, these latter forming large mixed groups with various Parrotfishes and Foxfare 

Rabbitfishes. The parrotfish were really quite something with groups of them forming large 

feeding parties, notably Schlegel's and Chameleon Parrotfishes amongst the plentiful Bleeker’s 

Parrtofishes. I saw three Bluefin Trevally have a cruise around before disappearing off into deeper 

water. By intricate coral heads were all sorts of brilliant small fish, especially Jewel Damsels and 

Blue-green Chromis, whilst anemones gave shelter to Orange-finned Anemonefish. There were 

Crown of Thorns starfishes, Pretty Feather Stars (really, they are called that), Banded Urchins, 

Noble Feather Stars, and a superb large Octopus which rose like a ghost from his shelter turned 

himself a vibrant red and seemed to be trying to change himself into one of the red feather stars. 

There were groups of Indian and Sidespot Goatfish, lots of sergeants, Black-banded Snappers and 

the Paddletail and Scarlet Soldierfish, the latter lurking in the shade of the convoluted corals. 

Scarlet-breasted Maori-Wrasse looked more like a parrotfish in size. There were many surgeonfish 

too, Striped and White-cheeked often forming mixed groups, and there were Golden Damsels, 

fabulous Purple Anthias, and Honey-breasted Damsels. A Keeled Needlefish drifted past. We 

clambered out of the water, bewildered by all the colourful underwater life and trying desperately 
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to remember fish patterns! Even on the surface we were able to watch them, groups of sergeant 

majors took the boat under their wing, an impressive Thick-lipped Wrasse drifted around and a 

group of seven squid undulated past. The pretty wrasse there was the Six-banded Wrasse. 
 

We headed back to shore, once again pausing to enjoy some dolphins. A rain storm came across as 

we landed, but had disappeared once we met to go out again. In the afternoon, several of us went 

up the hill behind Walindi, and had a little bird bonanza. Joseph took us up through a cacao 

plantation which was under-planted with coconuts and breadfruits. The next hour proved 

amazing for parrots. Our first, and one of the finest, were the richly-hued Purple-bellied Lories, 

also known as Eastern Black-capped Lory. Suddenly our first Blue-eyed Cockatoos flew in. What 

impressive birds! Almost as good were the abundant Eclectus Parrots, the males green and the 

females red, but with blue on the wing. Pure colour. Two tiny Red-flanked Lorikeets were spotted 

and White-bellied Cuckoo-Shrikes landed in a nearby tree. A fantastic female birdwing, 

Ornithptera priamus, flew past whilst nearer at hand was the pretty little pansy (butterfly!) Junonia 

villida. Whiskered Tree Swifts sat high on a distant tree as we admired pairs of Blyth's Hornbills 

taking it in turns on a nearby snag. Other good birds included a Sacred Kingfisher, some 

diminutive Bismarck (Red-banded) Flowerpeckers and a couple of superb White-necked (Pied) 

Coucals. Then it was back down to Walindi for a spot of relaxing before another excellent dinner.  

 

 

Day 5  September 27th Walindi – Garu Wildlife Management Area, Hanging  
Gardens and a local feedlot! 

 

We were into breakfast by not long after five and on the road shortly after five-thirty. Our journey 

took us around an hour, almost for the entirety we were passing through oil palm plantation, some 

of these now mixed with beef production. Several Black Bitterns and Variable Dwarf Kingfishers 

were noted as we drove, as well as Stephan's Ground Doves and Pacific Black Ducks. A single 

Nankeen Night Heron disappeared rapidly.  
 

The first bird noted after we entered Garu was a superb Pacific Baza on a roadside tree. Sue and 

Judith saw our only Finsch's Imperial Pigeon. A large pale blue, black and white moth was a 

frequent sight. This was Acidis agathrysus, a day-flying moth that is mimicked by Papilio laglaizei an 

unusual swallowtail, though this swallowtail doesn't occur on New Britain. We saw several 

fabulous iridescent Papilio ulysses, and other swallowtails included Papilio aegeus and the local 

species of green jay Graphium macfarlani. There were birdwings Ornithoptera priamus too, the first 

half dozen we saw were all the fantastic green, gold and black males, this before the heavyweight 

females showed up. We saw the map butterfly Cyrestis acilia and several Cruisers, the bush-brown 

Mycalesis perseis, and lots of the Clipper Parthenos sylvia!  
 

We spent a while walking down the road as the day warmed up. Birds were calling all the time, 

parrots, starlings and always the somnolent call of the White-necked Coucal in the background, 

and there were many birds flying over. We enjoyed watching colourful pairs of Eclectic Parrots 

and the almost equally lovely Purple bellied Lory. There were Red-flanked Lorikeets, a Red-

knobbed Imperial Pigeon, a pair of Singing Flycatchers, and a marvellous view of a pair of Red-

knobbed Fruit Doves. Two superb New Britain Honeybuzzards flew over low and Joseph and Sue 

were lucky to see a New Britain Sparrowhawk. Most of us had brief views of the endemic White-

mantled Kingfishers and we all heard the local form of Black-headed Paradise Kingfisher. Inside 

the forest I photographed the powder blue albatross Appias celestina and some blues that in pattern 

were rather like a Danis. These were Psychonotis brownii. 
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Then it was down to the Megapode area where we spent a happy hour wandering under the trees. 

The streams here, indeed all water bodies we stopped at this morning, are warm; some are 

positively hot. This is part of the reason the megapodes favour this area, they can bury their eggs 

in already pre-heated soil and leave them to it in the sure knowledge that they will be well 

regulated temperature-wise. We saw evidence of a fire made by the locals to cook the harvested 

eggs, and even saw a guy disappearing off into the forest to start harvesting. We soon started 

flushing Megapodes though getting a good look at one took a little while. Eventually though one 

stayed put and we were able to put the 'scope on it Several more flew close to us during this time. 

Judith spotted a pigeon landing in the foliage above us and this turned out to be a stunning male 

Superb Fruit Dove, a fantastic bird, and certainly one of the highlights of the day. The female was 

pretty superb too! 
 

There were plenty of dragonflies with a tiny black-winged species, red saddlebags types and along 

the hot rivers, at least one Gomphid. I would imagine that it must have been a species adapted to 

laying eggs in water of such high temperatures! We stopped by another river where there were a 

few dragonflies and butterflies, a nice pool under a low waterfall, and a cup of tea, courtesy of 

Joseph and our driver. Several of us braved the 'hot river'. Indeed it was hot – think a very warm 

bath! It was gorgeous, several of us swam in the pool below a cascade, later lying back in the 

cascade and letting the warm water flow over ourselves. Papilio aegeus flew about and a Variable 

Dwarf Kingfisher sped away. I walked upstream a little, there being pool after pool, naturally 

eroded rushing channels, and all the time superb natural forest all about, the effect heightened by 

the regular appearance of noisy and colourful Eclectic Parrots. 
 

On the way back we were taken to see a hot spring. A short walk down through some forest with 

some very fine red bowl fungi, some of them orange. We reached a small river at a waterfall and 

walked just a little further to a very warm spot. You could feel the heat from the water even metres 

away, no swimming here! The aquamarine water was bubbling up ferociously and had scorched 

vegetation where it had started to run off into the river. It was now pretty warm so we headed 

back to the hotel for lunch. 
 

A surprise after lunch came in the form of a Bismarck Kingfisher on a small post out the front of 

the restaurant, and juvenile Crocodilian Longtoms hovered in the channel by the carpark. 
 

We headed out to sea half a kilometre for the afternoon snorkel. It was a delight to hop in the boat 

and then five minutes later mooring up! We could see the reef next to us just under the water. The 

next hour and a half proved to be truly superb snorkelling. A sand bar on one side of the reef and 

all around the other edge was a wall with large growths of spectacular coral overhanging it – the 

Hanging Gardens! Corals and fish were outstanding with huge numbers of fish. There were 

groups of Red-bellied Fusiliers and shimmering silver Mackerel Scads, and a truly huge group, 

probably thousands, of large yellow and blue Robust Fusiliers. There were shows of incredible 

Purple Anthias hovering over coral heads, the purple-pink a shocking and vibrant colour. In some 

places these were joined by numbers of golden-backed Yellowstripe Fairy Basslets and when the 

superb little blue damsels and a shoal of Tessellated Fusilier got mixed up in this it became like a 

kaleidoscope. There were groups of marauding parrotfishes, a few Chameleon, King, a group of 

impressive Steepheads, and everywhere there were Bleeker's Parrotfishes. There were many of the 

same species of butterflyfish and angelfish as yesterday, but today we also spotted Eight-banded, 

Lined, Redfin, Double-saddled and the lovely Bennett's Butterflyfish were really common. I should 

think there were around nine or ten species of butterflyfish! Groups of Orange-spine Triggerfish 

and Tomini Bristletooths cruised past. The light on the top of the reef was superb and every fish 
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that appeared in front of us was perfectly lit. Bridled Monocle Breams looked smart with their 

striking markings, there was a racing green Bird Wrasse and the markings of the Gaimard, Six-

barred, Moon and Fourline Wrasse were just sensational in this light. This was a great reef for 

clownfish with no less than three species. Looking just like they do in the picture books were two 

Eastern Clownfish staring up at us from their anemone home. There were many groups of Clark's 

Anemonefishes even right by the surface where the colours were stunning. A variable species here 

they had orange faces, bright yellow tails and a black body traversed with wide white lines, these, 

at close range with a brilliant turquoise border! Deep red were the large Two-spine Anemonefish, 

these with a couple of narrow white lines. Shells with crabs inside were a feature here and there 

were some great cleaning stations in operation, the electric blue-marked Cleaner Wrasse seeing to 

all manner of tangs, butterflyfish and surgeonfish. I looked up at one point and saw a Little Tern 

fishing above me. A final highlight was back at the boat where a group of a dozen squid had taken 

up residence by the mooring rope. Their bodies flickered with green and gold highlights, their big 

eyes were green, but right at the front was a bright blue patch. One was a bit larger than the others 

and he seemed to organise them for whenever Tommy or I tried to join the squadron he separated 

off and then appeared to order the others to take a new formation, behind, above... below. We just 

couldn't convince them of our squidness! It didn't matter as we could get with half a metre of them 

before they moved – a great experience! 
 

Back on the boat it was time to return and enjoy Walindi before tucking into another very good 

evening meal. 
 

Meanwhile, Judith, Sue and Alan had spent the latter part of the afternoon birding with Joseph in 

the grasslands that are cattled-grazed amongst the oil palms. A very successful time judging by 

what they saw, with New Britain Sparrowhawk a particular highlight, for this is a rare bird, and 

they managed the day's second sighting of Bismarck Kingfisher. There were Swinhoe's Snipe along 

a damp channel and alongside Australian Reed Warbler. Buff-bellied Manakins were in the 

grasses. 

 

 

Day 6  September 28th Walindi: Kimbe Bay and the Kulu River 
 

We breakfasted again at five-fifteen and we were down on the jetty by a quarter to six. Way out we 

could see a White-bellied Fish-Eagle. It was already bright and sunny, however the sea looked 

choppy. We soon found as we headed out that the wind was very strong and the sea really quite 

bouncy. Our plan to look for cetaceans was not going to work and we soon found that the seabirds 

had gone missing in action too. So we headed over towards the islands to look for a sheltered 

snorkelling spot. A few Black-naped Terns came past at close range and some Crested Terns too. 

Gillian spotted some dolphins and we headed over towards them and spent a rewarding fifteen 

minutes with a decent sized group of Bottle-nosed Dolphins. The waves were quite big around us 

and we watched the dolphins surfing them and sometimes bow-riding with us, and sometimes 

throwing themselves out of the water – it was an exciting encounter. Then it was over to Joy's Reef. 

It was much more sheltered on the leeward side of the reef. Snorkelling conditions weren't great, 

though there was little current and once in the water the effects of the wind were minimal and the 

wave action was not at all bad. However the wind had stirred up the seas and they were quite 

turbid. Nonetheless there was a lot to see and the visibility was at times good. There was a coral 

wall which we snorkelled along. There were Clark's and the deep red Spine-cheeked Anemonefish 

peeking out from anemones, groups of Golden Anthias on the impressive stagshorn corals. On the 

wall were some nice big sea fans. We passed several stunningly marked Blackpatch Triggerfishes 
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and Black-spotted Pufferfish hovering in the waters. Regal and Emperor Angelfishes drifted past 

below along with occasional Sailfin Tangs and unicornfish. Once again there were plenty of 

butterflyfish, notably Redfin, Bennett's, Lined and Chevron and the little Three-spot Dascyllus sat 

by his anemone. Little gobies, a yellow-banded and a red-headed species, sat on coral tops where 

Christmas Tree Worms and various Ascidians (sea squirts) added colour. Split-level Hogfish 

cruised by with various colourful wrasse and both Humphead Bannerfish and Pennant Bannerfish 

lurked against the wall. As usual there were various parrotfish, with a variety of colourful 

juveniles well lit on the reef top. The little Philippine Damsel, brilliant blue with a flame-orange 

tail, was stunning and abundant. Another damsel had slightly pale blue with a yellow belly and 

tail, and there was the larger Golden Damselfish and Dick's Damsel with its vertical black bar. 

Another great snorkelling place that would have been fantastic in better conditions. 
 

Andrew suggested that we went round Garua, the big island, to get a more sheltered run for 

Walindi, for the wind had if anything intensified – very unusual weather as Walindi has wall to 

wall calm at this time of year – apparently a super tornado off Japan was that big it was drawing in 

air from New Britain. We could see lots of terns in front of us as we neared a rather idyllic-looking 

settlement nestling in a bay with steam rising from hot springs at the bay's head. The terns were a 

real mixture, Common, Black-naped, Little and Crested all present, but sadly the two noddies 

there-in disappeared when we got close to them! We searched various low reefs and sand bars as 

we went spotting various waders including Lesser Sandplover and Turnstones. The undoubted 

highlight was a huge Beach Stone Curlew (Thick-knee). Island Imperial Pigeons flew over at 

regular intervals. It was quite a choppy ride for a while until we came under the shelter of the 

peninsula's coastline. Here we stopped for Pacific Reef Egrets, Whimbrels and terns, and had 

several sightings of frigatebirds, these too distant until we confirmed the identity of a Great 

Frigatebird.  
 

Back at Walindi we spent the rest of the morning wandering the grounds. The wind was a bit 

strong for butterflies but we did see lots of Map Butterflies Cyrestis acilia, and the stunning blue 

Papilio ulysses was seen several times. The endemic swallowtail Papilio phestus was flying around as 

well as some Graphiums. The brilliant orange Vagrans egista came down to salts on the main track 

and then got blown away! We saw Northern Fantail and Spangled Drongos and Sue spotted a 

group of frigatebirds right over the garden, at least one of them being Lesser Frigatebird. 
 

In the afternoon Joseph took us to the Kulu River. We looked for kingfishers along the streams as 

we went through the oil palms, several disappearing as we stopped. At a sewage works there was 

a Buff-banded Rail standing to attention as we parked the bus! Buff-bellied Manakins were in the 

long grass and in the shorter grass around the pools were around ten Pacific Golden Plovers and a 

similar number of Sharp-tailed Sandpipers. We had great views of these and then Common 

Sandpipers, as well as a couple of Egrets, one a Great White, the other Intermediate. Then it was 

down to the Kulu River, passing a number of Stephan's Ground Doves on the way. The river, 

which was pretty big, snaked between a narrow buffer of original forest, and was full of birds. 

However it was two birdwings that grabbed the attention to start with, a female Ornithoptera 

primaus flapped past, then a rather damaged male Troides oblongimaculatus did the same. 

Meanwhile Yellow-faced Mynas and Red-knobbed and Yellow-tinted Imperial Pigeons perched in 

full view in the tree tops. There were Collared and Common Kingfishers. A Varied Triller near at 

hand proved to have nest and later we saw the bird sitting on it – the nest seemed absurdly small 

and the bird was almost upright on it! Two New Britain Goshawks flew purposefully through the 

trees whilst overhead were Glossy and White-rumped Swiftlets. Joseph then tried to get us on to 

Black-headed Paradise Kingfishers, however, though we were within a few metres of a calling bird 
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at one stage, we couldn't get a sight of one. A female Shining Flycatcher was spotted just before we 

left.  
 

We arrived back into Walindi at six-thirty and all met up again for drinks before dinner. Later, in 

the library, we discussed plate tectonics in relation to the formation of New Guinea's mountains 

and New Britain's volcanoes, did a little fish ID, and then went off to pack for the morrow.  

 

 

Day 7  September 29th to Mount Hagen (just!) 
 

We started off from Walindi just as it was getting light. As it turned out we could have stayed in a 

bed a few more hours, or fitted in another snorkel or birdwatch, for our flight was considerably 

delayed. Something not at all unexpected in New Guinea, indeed our tour was otherwise notable 

for how smoothly the logistics went. Once at Hoskins we checked-in in the little shack which all 

went smoothly enough. Then we were told that there would be a two hour delay. So some of us 

went off to the nearby Hoskins Hotel and others wandered down the side of the runway to the 

beach! And some did both. Eclectus Parrots flew over occasionally and several Great Frigatebirds 

(and a few unidentified ones) were seen down by the beach. An Ashy Myzomela too. Some 

hibiscus in gardens down there had one of the best butterfly sightings of the trip – a superb male 

Birdwing nectaring on the flowers! Unfortunately Tommy missed this one. 
 

Back at the airport we found that actually the delay was longer and that they didn't in fact know 

when the flight would be. In the end we took off after midday. The flight up over New Britain's 

landscapes was amazing. The oil palm blight (though they are doing their best to tell you how 

sustainable the crop is and how it gets people out of poverty – dubious claims at best we felt) was 

soon passed and then it was unbroken forest up and over the central mountains and down the 

other side all the way to the sea, only the latter stages had some forestry tracks. The south side 

looked very worthy of exploration though it would have had to have been done by boat!  
 

We landed into Port Moresby too late to make our connection to Mount Hagen. Stephen met us 

with the news that Air Niugini had been working manually for several days now (computor 

systems down) and so were cancelling many flights each day. The result was that the only 

remaining flight to Mount Hagen though makeable was ostensibly already booked up. It looked 

like a night in Port Moresby! However the other side of the New Guinea then came into operation 

as Stephen, using amazing skill and tenacity and no little calling in on favours I suspect, had us 

waiting, still not checked-in until the moment boarding was about complete. Then we were called 

through and Jenny left to check-in our bags. The most interesting aspect of this was that he 

managed to do this even though they were one seat short. So Alan got to sit up in the cockpit with 

the pilots. Something I suspect he quite enjoyed! 
 

We arrived into Mount Hagen's airport as the evening was drawing in and were met by the 

Rondon Ridge team. Baggage was wheeled over on a trolley and we were soon on the bus and 

heading up into the hills. Mount Hagen is at six thousand feet above sea level and Rondon Ridge 

another thousand feet higher. The road, a rough one, took us nearly an hour to travel, and then we 

were settling into Rondon's marvellous huge rooms, with the customary welcome pig on the bed 

(small, wooden!). There was still enough light to appreciate the magnificent view, and time 

enough to relax after a difficult days travel. An excellent dinner and a beer or two made us feel a 

whole heap better! 
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Day 8  September 30th Rondon Ridge 
 

An even earlier start this morning! We had tea and cakes at four-thirty and a little before five had 

set off up the trail to the bird of paradise site above Rondon Ridge. It was dark and clear with the 

rather unfamiliar skyscape shining brilliantly above us. It is really a wonderful experience to 

wander through moss-clad mountain forests on a moonlit starry night, however we probably had 

other things on our mind like watching our footing and wondering how far it would be. For this is 

the one harder walk on the trip. This year five days of dry weather could hardly have made the 

trail any better and it was a breeze, though uphill and steep in places, nonetheless we made such 

good time that we were entering the bird of paradise area as the first strains of dawn chorus rose 

around us.  
 

The forest was beautiful, a varied treescape had an understorey of bamboo and treeferns. The trees 

were draped in mosses and ferns, creepers here and there, and epiphytic rhododendrons including 

one with huge pale orange flowers. The curved red blooms of an Aeschyanthus ascended one tree. 

For a few minutes we got acquainted with the incredible vocalisations of Yellow-browed 

Melidectes, a large honeyeater with a penchant for varying its calls and for chasing smaller birds – 

several times brilliant little Red-collared Myzomelas were summarily discharged from their 

presence. But of course it was the birds of paradise we wanted to see and it wasn't long before Paul 

indicated that a King of Saxony Bird of Paradise was calling close by. We soon had a good look at 

this fantastic bird as it fed in the canopy, its bizarre ratchet feathers trailing behind it. These are 

two feathers that come out the sides of the head and are twice as long as the bird. When displaying 

the bird waves them about in the manner of the ribbon on a gymnastic floor exercise! We were to 

spend the whole morning at this spot, never moving more than a hundred metres in any direction. 

The weather was superb, clear and sunny, and we were quite sheltered from the wind here. We 

spent close to five hours engrossed in the toings and froings and getting to know a few of the local 

avian characters well. Next up was a superb Brown Sicklebill. This was a male, one of the largest of 

the birds of paradise. He'd announced his presence some minutes earlier with a staccato machine-

gun like burst before flying in. A female was seen around the same time and then Tommy spotted 

a male Princess Stephanie's Astrapia. So it all got a bit confused for a while, especially when the 

male Sicklebill and the male Stephanie's Astrapia disappeared off together. Meanwhile a female 

Astrapia came in and gave everyone decent views. All the while the King of Saxony Bird of 

Paradise was moving about the trees around us calling, occasionally giving a short burst of its 

song, which it does when displaying, though sadly today it didn't show us its moves. It flew onto 

the side of a trunk and drank from a little pool in a hollow – giving us wonderful views in the 

process.  
 

There were many other birds. The parrots were superb, a flowering tree right above us was 

particularly attractive and during the morning had Papuan Lorikeet, Orange-billed and Plum-

faced Lorikeets in it – a tremendously colorful experience, the former in particular is just the most 

brilliant of birds. Papuan Mountain Pigeons flew over and Smoky Honeyeaters were hardly out of 

sight. Rufous-backed Honeyeaters were rather more elusive. The Blue-capped Iphrita came close 

to matching the birds of paradise for wow factor. Though mostly drab it makes up for it with an 

electric blue crown, its unusual nuthatch like habits, the fact that its taxonomic position is still a 

mystery, and of course – its name! Dimorphic Fantails and Friendly Fantails flounced about in the 

bamboo and New Guinea White-eyes passed over. 
 

We enjoyed the sun which was not warming us all as it had been quite cool when we arrived, and 

eventually it was warm enough to bring out a few butterflies. Most of these were jezebels and most 
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were floating around the trees tops. One which we nailed down with the 'scope proved to be Delias 

carstenziana. The pretty little satyrid Platypthima homochroa perched on the path. 
 

It was time to head down. Glossy Swiftlets whizzed over our heads as we descended. We stopped 

for some orchids. There was a helleborine-like Malaxis on the banks, with tiny flowers, and on a 

nearby tree was the epiphytic Oberonia spectabilis with pendulous racemes of brick and white 

flowers, a couple of hundred flowers per head. The flowers though were minute, hardly 2mm long 

each! Across the track was a nice colony of a ground dwelling orchid – probably a Cryptostylis 

species. A nice Bulbophyllum was found further down and a MacGregor's Bowerbird's bower was 

seen by some. 
 

Lunch was a very good chicken salad served with chips and avocado, followed by fruit and ice-

cream - just what we needed after our exertions. A superb clearwing moth visited the lantana 

whilst we ate. It had a shimmering blue body and black and clear wings with two orange spots 

and was the size of a mid-range hawkmoth. After lunch we all explored the grounds. I went down 

to a stream and had close-up views of female Blue-faced Parrotfinch and photographed the lovely 

deep pink-red Delias nais on a mossy boulder in the stream. 
 

We all met up at 3pm for further exploration of the grounds with Paul. We visited the new orchid 

garden, currently in its infancy, and admired some local rhododendrons as well as a few orchids. 

This was our first meeting with Coelogyne fragrans and a couple of colour forms of Dendrobium 

cuthbertsonii. Then we spent forty-five minutes in a rather fruitless search for a Superb Bird of 

Paradise that was calling inside the forest. We did get brief views. However all was to change once 

we'd gone over to Bob Bates's new house, Bob being the owner of Rondon, Karawari and Ambua 

lodges. Here we found a rich seam of birds to end the day. Immediately another Superb Bird of 

Paradise was calling and soon Alan (once again!) picked out the bird deep in the forest. We all got 

some kind of a look at the bird, but a little later we found it dancing round and down a pole 

(sapling) showing off its iridescent turquoise gorgette to great effect. We had regular sightings 

over the next twenty minutes. Brown-breasted Gerygones moved through the canopy whilst on 

the forest edge was Olive Flycatcher and Black-throated Robin. A White-bibbed Fruit Dove flew in 

and took in the scene before departing. 

 

 

Day 9  October 1st  Rondon Ridge – Raggiana's Bird of Paradise &  
Melpa Villages 

 

We had another early start this morning, rising before it was light and after an early and excellent 

full breakfast we set off down Rondon's rather bumpy approach road. We managed a couple of 

stops as the dawn bathed the gardens and coffee plantations of the Waigi Valley in a warm glow. 

The first was for a perched raptor which turned out to be a Papuan Harrier, or New Guinea Marsh 

Harrier as it is also known, a generally accepted split and therefore endemic harrier. Long-tailed 

Shrikes sat on the dead snags and there was a brief sighting of Ornate Melidectes for some. 

Moving on we stopped by the Polga village demonstration to use the toilets and to our surprise 

bumped straight in to a Raggiana's Bird of Paradise, a female, but spectacular nonetheless. As we 

watched this various birds flew in, first a Mountain Red-headed Myzomela, then more Ornate 

Melidectes and, in the distance, a Yellow-breasted Bowerbird. 
 

We continued along the road which took us through the village of Polga, and it seemed everyone 

lived next to the road and was socialising on it or waiting for a bus, or more usually both! Anis, 
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our driver, lived with his extended family off to the right and had greetings for most of the people 

we passed. We stopped next to one guy who produced a kind of 'jew's harp' and gave us a little 

demonstration. He had the most spectacular teeth, or lack of them in the middle! One or two 

instruments were purchased. 
 

We stopped by a house and Paul beckoned us into their garden. The family’s children and their 

pigs ran around the yard whilst several of the adults greeted us. We followed Paul across their 

small fields until we were in the right place. We stood amid a large patch of sweet potato - the 

lodge does pay this family to look after the display site! But nothing doing, only a very nice Black-

headed Whistler which gave great views. Then we heard a male Raggiana's Bird of Paradise, but 

from the other side of the road, so off we traipzed, greeting various locals as we went. First though 

we had to acquaint Sue with the New Guinea (I called them Helmeted though they’ve now been 

split from that species) Friarbirds which were calling loudly from behind the family headman's 

house. Then it was off through the garden where we had a few minutes of non-stop bird action. 

The male wasn't visible but the female was sitting out in the open across the field. Everywhere we 

looked there were birds. Black-billed Cuckoo Doves appeared about as regularly as the Yellow-

breasted Bowerbirds, whilst in the grassland near at hand we watched Pied Bushchats, Papuan 

(now split from Tawny) Grassbirds and Hooded Manakins. White-bellied Cuckoo-Shrikes and 

Brown-breasted Gerygones appeared. We moved back through to the road and there found the 

male Raggiana's. He was just immaculate, a fantastic bird, his exotic plumes are all of bizarre, 

beautiful and bewildering, how such a creature evolved is staggering! It was only a pity that we 

didn't get any display out of him. Still we had good views, and in the same trees were more of the 

cuckoo-doves, bowerbirds and a female Superb Bird of Paradise, not bad for someone's garden! A 

White-winged Fairy-Wren, was in the coffee by the road. As we watched another Red-headed 

Myzomela and superb male Papuan Harrier flew over as two Black Kites circled in the distance. 
 

Now it was time for our cultural interlude – though to be fair we felt we'd been very much 

involved with the local villagers already! It is easy to forget when you see the modernity of Hagen 

that it was only seventy-five years ago that the outside world and the Wahgi Valley in which 

Mount Hagen sits, made contact with each other. The complex society that the gold prospectors 

found was and is a vibrant one, though the nature of the Melpa's society meant that they embraced 

capitalism very willingly. Traditional clothing is now rarely seen on the street but is kept for 

singsings and rituals and it is these that the older generation who were brought up when it was the 

only culture the Melpa knew, are trying to keep.  
 

We started with a visit to the village of Kumon, close to the river of the same name where we saw 

another male Papuan Harrier fly past, enjoyed a pair of Great Wood Swallows and saw some 

impressive spiders and their webs. Some ladies here, regulars at the national singsing festivals, 

had agreed to do a singsing for us. We arrived as they were putting on their makeup. Actually this 

hardly does justice to the preparation which in our case meant that they spent at least four times as 

long preparing as performing. This was great though for we were able to wander amongst the 

ladies and photograph them and talk to them and their make-up artists. The ensemble each put 

together was nothing short of spectacular; a combination of grass skirts, with over-skirts creating a 

flounce, massive amounts of cowrie jewellery, red and white face paint and topping all this, an 

incredible feather headdress. The headdresses were looked after by several old men who prepared 

them for each lady. The lady's had to put on a hairnet or headscarf stuffed full of leaves – we 

wondered why until the headdress ensemble was pinned down onto it. There were many species 

of bird of paradise represented in the headdresses as well as various birds of prey, crowned 

pigeons, lories, cockatoos and lorikeets. All sorts of strange things turned up – one lady, who had a 
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marvellous Superb Bird of Paradise for her front piece had a paradise kingfisher stuffed beak 

downwards into the rest. There were cassowary feathers and even the occasional turkey, a 

pheasant (just one!) and of course, peacocks. The singsing was a pleasure, but the preparation was 

the highlight!  
 

Next was lunch in Polga laid out on a table in a traditional shelter. As we ate several butterflies 

appeared including the impressive Swallowtail Papilio aegeus, Notocrypta maria (a species of demon 

skipper) and the bushbrown Mycalesis discobolus. After lunch we learnt how the Melpa of this 

village traditionally would have lived and to do this we needed to be invited in by a suitably 

attired chief. 'Andrew' looked rather different from the guy we'd seen on roadside earlier, though 

his rugged and characterful face was just the same. He had on the traditional bark belt and leaves 

covering his backside, this known in Tok Pisin, wonderfully descriptively, as 'arse gras'. He had a 

head piece of lory feathers and a large bamboo 'pig tally' hung from his neck, one 'tally' for every 

ten pigs he'd ever owned. Pigs are major sign of wealth in Melpa society. We were then met by a 

rather scary hunter before moving into an area where we could see inside a traditional hut. This 

was of course dark and smoky and it took a while to realise that there was someone lying on the 

floor, at which point Linda let out an involuntary, 'Oh, there's someone sleeping in here, we should 

leave''! Admittedly, it took a while longer to see that the wizened old man was alive! He was 

illustrating how the Melpa slept, palm leaf under and on top and log for a pillow. These 

windowless huts are less popular now and are often used as kitchens, however the older men still 

like to sleep in them – it is next to the fire! We then met a witch doctor and Michael explained his 

role in Melpa society, before we went on the see how the men would have planned a Moka. This is 

a passing of wealth to a neighbouring clan or tribe, something the Melpa did to avoid going to 

war. However it was expected that the 'gift', or perhaps more properly 'investment', would be 

returned with considerable interest a few years later. During this we witnessed the making of fire. 

We then brought a few artifacts, the stone axeheads (or whole axes) being popular. It was, though 

obviously staged, a very interesting visit and much enjoyed. 
 

Next we moved to Polga village, just up the road, where we were treated to the mudmen. We 

witnessed a re-enactment of a story about a big tribe who had conquered a smaller one to get their 

land. The smaller tribe had gone up into the mountains and hatched a devious plan to get their 

land back. They had grotesque masks and covered their bodies in pale mud and came down 

amongst the bigger tribe looking like something that had risen from the grave. The actors played 

out the scene, doing a fine job of frightening us! We tried on the masks – they were exceedingly 

heavy.  
 

We popped back to the Raggiana's site to see if they might return and do any display, but sadly 

not, though we did again see them along with the same suite of birds we'd noted in the morning 

plus an extra female Superb Bird of Paradise. Then it was off to the lodge, arriving not far short of 

six. The evening meal as usual featured a good soup then a citrusy fish dish served with mashed 

potato and veg followed by strawberries and cream. Then we discussed the morrow! 

 

 

Day 10 October 2
nd  to Karawari 

 

My morning started at a rather early three-thirty as I wanted to go and look for cuscus up the 

mountain. In this I was successful with a good sighting, though only out of focus pictures, of a 

Silky Cuscus. Boobooks called frequently but I never got a look at them. The dawn chorus up in 

the mossy bamboo choked forest was superb, with an even mix of songsters and the weird and 
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wonderful. After it got light I saw Papuan Scrub-Wren and a Brown-backed Whistler – oh, and a 

male Superb Bird of Paradise. 
 

We had a seven am breakfast before departing a little over half past seven. The drive down passed 

swiftly and then we were entering the airport. Bob Bates, owner of most of the lodges we were 

staying at on this trip, was to be the pilot himself – a great honor for us!  Our baggage was soon 

loaded and we were soon getting into the 9-seater PAC 750 a new aircraft from New Zealand that 

the experienced PNG pilots are raving about. Our hand baggage was placed by staff into the area 

at the back of the cabin. Another five minutes and we were all aboard, strapped in, and ready for 

the off. It was a beautiful morning with fluffy clouds rising up the mountains and our route took 

us steadily higher over the cultivated valleys with parts of Mount Wilhelm, the highest in PNG, 

clearly visible behind (and above) us, and up over a ridge which we cleared with a couple of 

thousand feet to spare flying at twelve thousand feet. Up until then the land had been extensively 

farmed except on the steepest slopes but as we continued across the mountains it became virgin 

forest as far as the eye could see with deep gorges where huge rivers drained the mountains. There 

were some intriguing grassed table lands above the gorges, not high enough to be above the 

treeline but clearly not maintained by human hand. We dropped suddenly to the lowlands the 

scenery now totally spectacular with thick rainforest clothing near vertical gorge walls, impressive 

cascades and waterfalls visible, and some great rockfaces, the most interesting of which looked like 

a medieval castle tower, perfectly round – possibly a volcanic plug? Then it was over the great 

Sepik River lowlands, though we never saw the river itself, having to content ourselves with many 

smaller ones (smaller is a relative term, many of these were two hundred metres wide!) and lakes 

and swamps. The forest was pristine and uninterrupted save for a thatched house or two along the 

river banks. 
 

We landed at Karawari's green and pleasant airstrip. Twenty mostly-naked children sat watching 

from an old engine by the edge. We went to the hut signposted 'Gate 2 Departures' instead of the 

thatched hut labelled 'Gate 1 Arrivals'. A bunch of the locals, both children and adults came and 

sat with us there, politely quiet, but quietly inquisitive. Bob was flying one of their number back to 

school in Mount Hagen and many from the local community had come to see them off. Many of 

them crowded round Bob's aircraft and there was some brief conversation resulting in much 

laughter from the locals, Bob's mastery of pidgin meant we didn't understand his joke but the 

locals certainly did! We saw immediately that butterflies were going to be good here, the clipper 

Parthenos aspila was abundant. Masked Lapwings didn't bother to move from the end of the 

runway even when the plane landed. A short boat ride upriver and we landed, and were then 

ferried by landcruiser, the new one (relative word...) with an open top, the other, nattily hand 

painted with tribal designs, we'd see later. It was a half mile up to the lodge. Karawari it has to be 

said has a setting to compare with any lodge I have ever seen. A little like Voi Lodge in Tsavo East, 

it sits atop the last hill, only three hundred feet up, but below is the wide and strong Karawari 

River and stretching as far as the eye can see, which is to say, far, is untrammeled rainforest. Over 

to the left lay many more hills, all forest clad and stunningly varied in shape. Several new 

butterflies have been described from the largest of these in recent years. We were met with both 

nice cold towels and fresh cold lemonades. After checking in we had time to settle in and explore 

the grounds before meeting for lunch. 
 

Either side of lunch I saw a female Varied Pituhoi and in the afternoon Frilled Monarchs, Rufous-

backed Fantail and Stephan's Ground Dove. It was the butterflies I concentrated on most though. 

They were simply amazing. Of places I've been, only Bobiri in Ghana could hold a candle to the 

diversity here. I should start with the spectacular ones though. One of the very first we saw was 
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the huge black and yellow swallowtail Papilio euchenor, though this beauty was to prove to be 

rather scarce. High in the trees we could see the prettily marked Papilio laglaizei (or was it the 

mimic, a moth, Alcidis agathrysus) nectaring on flowering vines. One or two brilliant Papilio ulysses 

sped past however only Papilio aegeus and Papilio ambrax stayed to be photographed. There were 

some fine skippers, many of them remaining unidentified. Taeneris are very distinctive butterflies, 

large white ‘browns’ with often strongly falcate wings and the most distinctive feature, one or two 

huge ringed eyespots. Today there were both Taeneris catops and more commonly Taeneris artemis. 

So unlike anything in Europe! Bushbrowns were commonplace and whilst some were unobtrusive 

dull things others were bright ginger with lots of brilliantly-centred eyespots – half a dozen species 

identified from photos this lunchtime. Terinos tethys, large dull butterflies with ghostly wing tips 

emerged from the undergrowth. Yoma algida was common but by far the most common butterfly 

was Parthenos aspila the ‘clipper’. The diversity of nymphalids was amazing with all sorts – Cupha 

prosope, Junonia hedonia, Vagrans egista, and the ‘Map’ Cyrestis acilia.  
 

Our afternoon trip was downriver at three -thirty. Always a relaxing way to see wildlife and here 

particularly so as the river is wide and smooth, the light superb, and the birdlife particularly 

prolific. We started with a brief flurry of waterbirds – a Little Black Cormorant then a group of 

Wattled Plovers. Next a Pied Cormorant and a Great-billed Heron. The Karawari is renowned for 

its flights of parrots and parrotkind going to roost and we soon started seeing flights of Dusky 

Lories. These are perhaps poorly named as they are a rich red with dusky and yellow highlights 

underneath. Eclectic Parrots flew across at intervals and we saw occasional raucous in-your-face 

Sulphur-Crested Cockatoos. There were small groups of Western Black-capped Red Lorries, a few 

Double-eyed Fig Parrots and best of all a magnificent Palm Cockatoo. Chris pointed out a female 

Twelve-wired Bird of Paradise and shortly after we saw a Glossy-mantled Manucode. There were 

Hooded Butcherbirds and Yellow-faced Mynas, Black-browed Trillers and an Oriental Cuckoo. 

There were pigeons, perhaps only twenty five birds, but several species! We saw a fantastic 

Wompoo Fruit Dove, the name comes from the sound it makes, as well as Orange-bellied Fruit 

Doves and both Zoe and Pinon Imperial Pigeons. Whistling Kites were common, Brahminy Kites 

similarly so, but the big raptor surprise was a huge flappy bird heading away from us at tree top 

height, with broad banded wings and a banded tail – a New Guinea Harpy Eagle, a pity we didn't 

get better views, but to have seen one at all is pretty good! A Rufous-winged Kookaburra was 

much appreciated too. Much of this was seen as we allowed the river to take us downstream 

engine off, so all the time we could hear the sounds of Karawari, parrots providing much of the 

soundtrack. Eventually though it was time to return to the lodge. This took longer than expected 

due to the sudden and, given the sunny weather until that moment, surprising appearance of a 

fully-fledged deluge. However this had just about abated by the time was arrived and the shelter 

on the boat did its job. A quick shower and time for dinner! 

 

 

Day 11 October 3
rd  Karawari – The King Bird of Paradise and Sago  

Making 
 

We all met up at breakfast which this morning was at five-fifteen – a very nice and full breakfast 

too – I think we are getting used to mornings being earlier than at home! Then it was down to the 

jetty and on to our boat, cruising as quickly as we could upstream – the lodge's boats go very 

slowly passed any habitation to avoid erosion to the banks, and also they are very considerate to 

the local dugouts. We landed and Chris took us straight to a sport where we could see a dead snag 

reaching up out of the forest, and there sure enough, was our target, the Twelve-wired Bird of 
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Paradise. It was a male in full plumage! Unfortunately it went before we'd all reached the spot. An 

anxious wait ensued but just a few minutes later he returned, and pottered up and down his stick, 

not really displaying, mostly just playing peek-a-boo. We all got a decent look at him, before he 

sped off. A mystery cuckoo-shrike was intriguing. 
 

We moved a little way up the Arafundy, a slow moving tributary of the Karawari. Along the first 

stretch is a most idyllic little village, with neatly kept houses, on stilts like all the Sepik's houses, 

and with many cheery children, and indeed adults, waving as we went past. We pulled up again 

and walked just a little farther into the forest, so two hundred metres rather than one hundred. 

Here Chris introduced us to the King Bird of Paradise. Or at least tried too. But the King was in 

one of his (their!) difficult moods and he stayed almost entirely out of sight, teasing us with his 

laughing calls and occasional glimpses. We were patient however and in the end we all had good 

views of this stunning bird. The sight of him flying past, all red and white, with his two plumes 

trailing behind each tipped with an emerald, was simply amazing. As we tried to get a look we 

were treated to a succession of other visitors. The clipper butterfly Parthenos aspila fluttered about 

the tree. Two superb Coronetted Fruit-Doves landed in it and gave great 'scope views. Even a Buff-

faced Pygmy Parrot allowed us 'scope views. A Glossy-mantled Manucode came through as did a 

couple of Brown Orioles.  
 

Then it was on to the river for a gentle cruise upstream. A Lowland Peltops was a highlight, so too 

the Azure Kingfisher. Whistling Kites were a frequent sight and we watched Boyer's and White-

bellied Cuckoo-Shrikes, and occasional Shining Flycatchers, Blyth's Hornbills and Sulphur-crested 

Cockatoos flew back and forth and everyone had great views of Palm Cockatoos in a tree. 
 

We arrived back at eleven and after a quick cuppa I went up to the area above the helipad. Several 

saw the Gurney's Eagle that was flushed out of the big wild olive tree. I checked the trap camera. 

Nothing doing. In the forest here were plenty of 'white owls' Taeneris species, and several lovely 

Danis danis and its mimic Nacaduba danis, some fine Cethosia (Lacewing Butterfly) cydippe posed on 

the greenery. Terinos tethys flew up to meet me at regular intervals. A superb bunch of earthstars 

and a nice stemmed 'ginger' with white flowers were photographed as was a white-flowered 

Begonia. A Wompoo Fruit-Dove posed out in the open and after flushing them from the forest 

floor so too did two Victoria Crowned Pigeons. These are incredible birds, so huge, and they take 

off like someone blasting a rocket through the rainforest. I found an almost equally large Greater 

Black Coucal, along with four or more friends, as well as the accompanying New Guinea 

Friarbirds and Rufous (New Guinea) Babblers. A Marbled Honeyeater, a female Golden Monarch, 

a group of Yellow-breasted Gerygones and the Rufous-backed Fantail all went past.  
 

Back in the garden Gill pointed out yet another of that Danis mimicry group, this time the lovely 

Hypolyaecena danis, different in that it has several tails. Meanwhile Tommy had found a Eupholus 

geoffroyi beetle. This fabulous looking weevil in sky blue and black belongs to the Cucurlionidae 

family. 
 

In the afternoon we headed across the water to the village and a sago extravaganza. Most of the 

peoples in the Sepik River region harvest sago which occurs naturally as a co-dominant in the 

swamp forest which covers thousands of square kilometres here. Sago is a type of palm, and it is 

the fibrous insides of the palm stems that makes the staple that provides the carbohydrates for 

these tribes. We were shown the processes of splitting the palm stems, the pounding, straining etc. 

And then the cooking - a large stew was being prepared to which was added a 'stock' made from 

the burnt bark (it contains salt). Then just chuck in your freshly caught gobies and fresh greens, 
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these mainly ferns of one sort or another. We didn't get to try this one, however the sago 

'flatbreads' being prepared on skillets we did try. They were quite glutinous, but surprisingly 

tasty, many of us grabbed another mouthful. This had all been put on for us by villages who were 

in their more traditional gear, namely grass skirts and not much else, the women bare-breasted. All 

were daubed to a greater or lesser extent with mud, the children enjoyed this part clearly and had 

joined in with a bit of face painting. Throughout the people were friendly and not at all fazed by 

the cameras, and were very accepting of these strange foreigners.  
 

They had laid out a selection of wares for sale, notably the sago palm fruit necklaces and billum 

bags. Tommy suddenly became quite animated, and beckoned us quickly to him. He'd found one 

of his two target species. This was the stunningly beautiful Hypochrysops geminatus, indeed a gem 

of a butterfly. The combination of red and black surrounded by iridescent shining silver-lime was 

incredible. The family who'd been showing us their sago techniques must have been bemused to 

see us crouched down animatedly photographing this little butterfly. 
 

Then it was off up the river for a final hour. The river was beautifully lit and we saw lots of Dusky 

Lories, Sulphur-crested Cockatoos, Eclectus Parrots, Edward's Fig Parrots and Red-cheeked 

Parrots. Collared and Pinon Imperial Pigeons flew over and two pigeons sitting atop a distant tree 

and doing passable White-tailed Sea Eagle impersonations were in fact a species of Imperial 

Pigeon, though which I’ve still no idea! Stephan's Ground Dove flew across as did hornbills and 

groups of Metallic Starlings, and we saw Little Egret, Yellow-faced Mynahs and Pied Cormorant 

before returning as the setting sun lit the river and forests in front of us. 

 

 

Day 12  October 4th   Karawari – the Lodge & Yimas Lake 
 

We started the day with a five thirty cuppa and biscuits and then went out to see if we could locate 

Hook-billed Kingfisher. However the rainy night had left traces of mists down by the river that 

rose and engulfed us for the best part of an hour. We tried to see through it, getting a look at some 

Plain Honeyeaters but as we could hardly make them out from ten metres we decided to have 

breakfast earlier than intended! This was an excellent choice not least for the plate of fruit that 

amongst more familiar types included tamarillo and passion fruit. Sated we headed back out as the 

sun was breaking through. Judith and Linda spotted a superb Golden Monarch from the balcony. 

The next hour was a bit of a parrot-fest with great views of these colourful birds. Red-cheeked 

Parrots sat out on palm leafs for us to admire whilst Eclectus Parrots stayed in the highest trees. 

Several Buff-faced Pygmy Parrots gave great views in the 'scope however everyone was busy 

when two Red-flanked Lorikeets flew in! Double-eyed Fig Parrots stopped by too but it was the 

Edward's Fig Parrots wot won it.... these fabulously colourful little parrots were on great form and 

allowed very close views of the richly varied plumage. There was great variety in the honeyeater 

family too. Mimic Meliphagas were common and we also saw a single Yellow-gaped Meliphaga. 

An impressively-beaked Long-billed Honeyeater moved through and on several occasions we saw 

New Guinea and Meyer's Friarbirds. White-bellied Cuckooshrikes were never far away, however 

the only Black Cuckooshrike was exactly that – far away! Tommy found us a tree with sap oozing 

– there were around eight of those 'giant' millipedes 'milling' around on it along with a single 

white owl Taeneris artemis (or possibly Taeneris Cyclops). 
 

We moved up to the top of the property (I saw a female Frilled Monarch on the way) where the 

action resumed. It was the turn of fruit doves. There were several Orange-bellied Fruit Doves in a 

tree otherwise dominated by brilliant Golden Mynas. A pair of Superb Fruit Doves were enjoyed 
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by a few.  
 

Now it was the turn of the butterflies as we continued to explore the grounds. We found an area 

under a house where butterflies were sipping salts. Though butterflies were just in ones and twos 

here there was a good variety of species. First to make its mark was Graphium wallacei and also 

popular was the rustic Cupha prosope and the pretty orange nymphalid Vagrans egista. It was the 

crows what took the biscuit. Striking white banded Elymnias cybele just mimicked one, however 

there was also small rounded Euploea batesii, a large blue form of Euploea phaenareta, the powder-

blue Euploea stephensii which flew past and Euploea netscheri with three or four lilac spots on the 

underside of each wing. Papilio aegeus was visiting the hibiscus flowers whilst along the path to the 

generator was Mycalesis phidon and Mycalesis elia. Mycalesis netscheri was also seen. We took a track 

down to a stream crossing where two Graphium sarpedon were chasing each other. 
 

After lunch I returned to this area for a while. A fabulous male birdwing, again Ornithoptera 

priamis, flew around the clearing. This one was an interesting colour with one wing green and one 

wing blue! In the trees below was a Yellow-bellied Longbill and in the thick forest close to a stream 

I came across a superb yellow, black and scarlet dragonfly and I photographed both Danis danis 

and  two mimics of this beautiful species, tailed Hypolycaena danis and small Nacaduba cyanea with a 

black spur in the white area.   
 

In the afternoon we sped up the Arafundy tributary all the way up to Yimas Lake. This was a 

beautiful journey, the ever-changing yet uniformly forest-clad riverside proved an endless source 

of interest. We passed a number of locals paddling their dugouts, ladies with the fire lit in the back 

of the canoe, and families off on fishing expeditions. We saw fish being smoked in a 'fish camp' 

and one or two canoes coming back heavily laden from a village upstream. After the village by the 

junction with the Karawari we saw only one or two more huts and even around the lake itself 

there were only a few distant huts visible. The tributary was much narrower than the Karawari 

and so when we saw birds we tended to see them pretty well. There were the usual procession of 

parrots and pigeons overhead. Several Blyth's Hornbills passed over. An Azure Kingfisher sped 

from view and a Rufous-backed Kookaburra sat in a tree. There were many Orange-bellied Fruit-

Doves and Edward's Fig-Parrots.  Spangled Drongos sat with Yellow-faced Mynas and we also 

saw Golden Mynas. Glossy-backed Manucodes were our only birds of paradise. A yellow-

flowered Dillenia was a common waterside tree and as we neared the lake the number of epiphytes 

suddenly shot up and we noted even small trees ('fresh-water mangroves') with large growths of 

ferns, orchids and even rounded balls of bright green moss. The scene was magical, for beyond the 

lake lay the start of the mountains, and as these were limestone (coral rag?) on the nearest the 

terrain was steep and spectacular. It made for great landscapes with lake, forest and sculpted 

mountains with clouds draping down through the valleys. It was here that the waterbirds started 

to appear. There were numerous Little Black Cormorants and many Little Pied Cormorants, there 

were Little, Great and Intermediate Egrets and a number of the striking and rather elegant Pied 

Herons. Whiskered Terns were occasional and there were also the odd Great-billed Heron and 

Rufous Night Heron. The entrance to the lake was rather odd. It took a while to realise that we'd 

been in the lake for a while as we were still in a tree-lined channel, the lake stretching out beyond 

that on either side. The channel went much of the way across the lake, but we exited it and sped 

off to another area, starting to look for our main target here, the orchid Dendrobium lasianthera. We 

found a loose colony of them. These were in the 'mangroves' and though we could get the boat 

into the side a bit we could not get close to them or high enough. So we searched on, soon spotting 

the next specimen. Again though out of reach. Onwards and eventually we found a 

photographable specimen, though it still required a long lens! First though another orchid had 
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been spotted and this one we were able to approach. Dendrobium connantum is a stunning orchid, 

bright yellow with a little orange-brown, though it is Dendrobium lasianthera that is widely held to 

be the most beautiful in a country replete with stunning orchids. The latter is known only from this 

lake area (see below!) and was discovered by a Mr J Smith in 1932 and then lost to cultivation as 

the Second World War raged through the region. Its rediscovery could have been scripted by 

Rudyard Kipling, for it was Captain Neptune Blood, a man of infinite resource and sagacity, who 

liberated a plant as he was escaping from the Japanese! We were fast running out of time so had to 

speed back to the lodge. En route Tommy happened to be looking in the right direction when a 

Common Paradise Kingfisher flew out of the forest hastily disappearing back inside before anyone 

else caught sight of it! 

 

 

Day 13  October 5th  Kariwari – downriver & 
 

We started this morning with five thirty tea and biscuits and were soon off down to the river. 

There had been mostly light rain much of the night and though it had stopped there was a heavy 

moisture in the air and it was very misty. We motored downstream. Activity was light this 

morning. Parrots clearly have better things to do when the sun isn't out to give them their best 

side! They were noticeable by the scarcity though we still racked up half a dozen species. We fared 

better with pigeons getting good perched views of Collared and Zoe Imperial Pigeons as well as 

Orange-bellied Fruit Dove. A Wompoo Fruit Dove flew past. As usual Whistling Kites were 

common. We spotted some manucodes in a tree top – a large one and a small one – Glossy-

mantled and Jobi Manucodes – and at the same moment a Twelve-wried Bird of Paradise flew 

past. Three bird of paradise species at once!  
 

We spent a while in an oxbow just drifting, waiting for the mist to clear, and hoping that Victoria 

Crowned Pigeons, which are sometimes seen at this spot, would appear. They didn't but 

eventually the mist started to lift. Shining Flycatchers and Green-backed Gerygones were in the 

vines that hung over the water along some really stunning flame of the forest – a brilliant orange-

scarlet Erythrinia species. A distant snag (in one of its definitions...) held fruit doves, manucodes 

and a Rufous-bellied Kookaburra at various stages. A nearby Quilla Tree was covered in flowers 

and this was attracting butterflies, notably at least two male birdwings, Ornithoptera priamus, these 

the green form. They were busy chasing each other and indeed any other butterflies that came 

near. It was a shame that it was all so high up! A White-bellied Sea-Eagle flew in and landed and 

as we went back out into the main river we had good views of two these spectacular birds perched 

in a tree top. More manucodes and another Twelve-wired Bird of Paradise marked our progress 

towards a smaller river. Close to the entrance to this we saw Oriental Cuckoo, Pinon Imperial 

Pigeons perched (therefore completing our set of perched Imperial Pigeons) and two Channel-

billed Cuckoos called maniacally as they flew upriver towards us. In the smaller river we saw 

Large-billed Gerygone and a superb Boyer's Cuckooshrike.  
 

We took a short walk through the swamp forest. Surrounded by sago palms and clambering vines 

we walked a muddy trail that had footprints of pigs and Victoria Crowned Pigeons in it. Chris 

showed us New Guinea Scrubfowl (Megapode) nests and Alan was lucky to get a view of one of 

these strange birds. The nests are massive. Ten feet across or more and up to six feet high, truly 

gargantuan engineering for such a small bird. That's a lot of effort to go to to not sit on your eggs! 

There were many Euploeas (crows) flying under the sago. There was also a small oak blue Arhopala 

species and several 'white owls' the smaller one being Taeneris dimina and the other probably the 

similar Taeneris gorgo. Then it was time to head back – we saw a couple of Grey Crows as we 
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neared the lodge. 
 

Lunch over we had an afternoon break, a lengthy one. It rained for some of this but had cleared a 

little by the time we convened on the balcony at five. Rowena spotted a Lowland Peltops on the 

Golden Monarch Palm and we had great views as it flycatched round to the big dead tree. It was 

followed moments later by a pair of Yellow-gaped Meliphagas and a Streak-headed Honeyeater. 

We were able to watch both these in some detail over the next half an hour as we walked down the 

road and there was much discussion as to the identification of both as well as a honeyeater that we 

thought in the end must be Plain. At the bottom of the hill we had a Blyth's Hornbill in the 'scope 

and there were Evening Browns out and about. 
 

We took an early dinner and at seven-thirty went out for a night trip on the boat. This proved to be 

a bat-fest with fruit bats abundant as well as plenty of insectivorous bats taking the plentiful 

insects that were out over the river. There were at least three species of fruit/blossom bat. No other 

animals were seen and our quest for a frogmouth ended in failure – except that your leader and 

Chris saw one flying away when we had returned to the jetty. Our boat driver had after all 

welcomed us to the boat with the comment that a frogmouth was singing close by! We also had 

great views of a Nankeen Night Heron. For twenty minutes we just drifted downstream in the 

dark (and it was very dark, the stars had gone, the moon not yet come) and this was wonderful 

listening to the frogs, the insects and the mystery bird! Fireflies were quite common. Best though 

was suddenly catching the strains of a guitar, then as we drifted past we heard someone playing 

and singing beautifully, and could just make out the oil-lamplit window in the forest. 

 

 

Day 14 October 6th  Karawari – Bird of Paradise seeking and the Men's  
House, later a drift downriver 

 

It was raining when we rose so things didn't look great for our proposed search for the King and 

his Twelve-wired cousin. Nevertheless we decided to give it a go. We headed first for the Twelve-

wired Bird of Paradise and sure enough he was there, but he soon flew off and didn't return. We 

headed downstream to try and find some more but we were out of luck – probably it was the rain. 

We did however find two manucodes in one tree. This was an ideal opportunity to compare 

Glossy-mantled and Jobi Manucodes. Then it was back to the King. The King Bird of Paradise that 

is. We walked through the same short stretch of swamp we'd done the other day. Then it was a 

decent path, now it was under water, almost welly depth in places. Quite a transformation. We 

found the king but he wasn't particularly obliging though we did get him in the 'scope.  
 

Then we went to the village of Tanganimbit where we visited the 'men's house'. This village was 

peopled with the Kombrop tribe who had previously lived in the limestone caves in the mountains 

beyond the lake, but with the possibility of health care and trading by moving downstream they 

had taken the plunge in the sixties and moved here. It has to be said it was an idyllic location with 

the houses for the hundred or so people set on a promontory with views both up and down river, 

both with fine mountains in the background. 
 

Chris led us into the men's house. We took in the walls painted with symbols and totems, the 

masks (to welcome those who you have captured!), the bows and arrows, the spears and spirit 

representations, one of whom, the building spirit, was nicely hewn from a Pandanus and came 

complete with a crown. There was also a trophy table complete with human skulls of those who 

had fallen victim to the tribe, though none looked very recent! Chris gave an intriguing insight into 
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the function of a 'men's house' with an account based on his own life and experiences. The villages 

were a different tribe from Chris, but the basics would have been the same. He told how these 

houses are only used by the male population and are used as a meeting place, as a place to divulge 

tradition, and a place where you learnt to become a man. He told of the customs observed within 

the house and the use of the various items therein. Most intriguing was his description of the 

house’s role in the sexual practices of the tribe. When a man first has sexual intercourse he has to 

tell an elder in the house and then the elder lets all hell loose on the poor lad; he has to show, in 

short order, that he is ready to fulfill his role as father, husband and provider by doing a set of 

arduous tasks straightaway! These included taking a load of logs into the forest and climbing a tall 

tree and placing them there, then coming down and cutting the whole thing down again! He also 

had to mark his penis with a sharp blade (not circumcision) and generally release blood from his 

being. Another interesting rite of passage he told us about was the crocodile marks on the back of 

initiated men where one of the reason for doing this was to release the mother’s blood from the 

boy, thereby concentrating the father’s blood and making the boy strong like his father. Male 

strength is important in another aspect of the men's house as revealed by Chris. In this tribe, unlike 

some of the highland ones, the men sleep with their families, however, when the wife is 

menstruating, the man goes and sleeps in the men's house, to avoid losing his strength! We all sat 

spellbound as Chris talked of this to us. 
 

During the lunch break I wandered down to see if any butterflies were at the puddling spot, but 

the cloudy weather meant only a Terinos tethys and a Graphium wallacei. Two Yellow-bellied 

Longbills fed in flowers that looked like they were something akin to the parasitic Loranthaceae. In 

the clearing beyond was a superb Grey-headed Goshawk. 
 

In the afternoon we went upstream a kilometre or two and then spent the rest of the afternoon 

drifting downstream towards the lodge. A good number of Hooded Butcherbirds and two Boyer's 

Cuckoo-shrikes were seen. There was the usual list of parrots – Eclectic, Edward's-Fig, Red-

cheeked, Sulphur-crested Cockatoos, even two Rainbow Lorikeets, as well as Dusky and Western 

Black-capped Lories. The former included a single flock of two hundred flying over. White-bellied 

Sea Eagles flew about and we also saw Glossy-backed Manucodes, Golden and Yellow-faced 

Mynas showing they were larger than the Orange-bellied Fruit-Dove. There were two fantastic 

Collared Imperial Pigeon and several Pinon Imperial Pigeons, and we also spotted Rufous-winged 

Kookaburra. As we reached Tanganimbit there were black storm clouds in front of us and a 

brilliant setting sun behind us. As the rain approached the scene was bathed in a warm glow and a 

vibrant rainbow rose behind the picturesque village. We took a lot of photos. 

 

 

Day 15 October 7th  to Ambua & the Tari Gap 
 

Though there was the option of a lie-in this morning (as I suppose there was every day!) a number 

of us were wandering around before it was even light. Most of us were seeing if we could track 

down one of those tricky crepuscular kingfishers that are hard, if, as is the case with Greentours, 

we don't use tapes. We could hear Hook-billed Kingfishers very well but as soon as it was light 

they were gone and torches also failed to reveal the whereabouts of a paradise kingfisher down a 

beautiful rainforest stream. However we all finally caught up with those cheeky characters of the 

Sepik's rainforests, New Guinea or Rufous Babblers. Lowland Peltops were in evidence too. 
 

We had a most enjoyable breakfast and then looked at a few butterflies and the view from the 

balcony before taking our leave of the helpful and friendly staff of Karawari Lodge. They had 
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made every effort to make us comfortable, give us great meals, and had bent over backwards to 

our every request for itinerary alterations. It was downriver in the boat one last time, Whistling 

Kites always in the sky and good views of a White-bellied Sea Eagle too. We said farewell to 

Julian, our boatman, and Augus, the manager and then made our way to departure gate 2. This 

was the other half of the hut housing arrivals gate 1. We were honored again to have Bob Bates 

flying us and he'd already landed and was busy with the staff unloading supplies for the lodge. A 

female birdwing Ornithoptera priamus flew around the airfield perimeter. 
 

All settled into our seats we took off and rose quickly above the forest. Within a minute we were 

over the Arafundy River, then over Yimas Lake, and then the land started to rise. The lower hills at 

least were clearly limestone and there were cliffs and sharp ridges, waterfalls and big rivers with 

wide gravel areas. Rising higher the valleys got deeper and ridges higher. Some impressive 

waterfalls could be seen. Throughout this part of the flight we could see just unbroken pristine 

habitat- the forests looked amazing. Just once did we spot a hut, in an isolated clearing where two 

rivers met. As we rose the landscape became so steep and covered in such thick forest that it was 

possible to imagine that no-one had ever been there. Quite likely westerners hadn't though there 

are almost certainly still tribes that exist in these regions that have never been contacted by us 

whites. Indeed only twenty-five years ago an unknown people walked into Karawari Lodge! As 

we neared the tops of the mountains we once again saw evidence of people, we were now in the 

land of the highlanders, though here in a wide valley separated from the main Tari basin by some 

of the highest mountains in PNG, and here again we were back to flying over pristine alpine 

grasslands, meandering mountain streams and dwarfed cloudforest. Then it was down towards 

Tari, Bob pointing out a gold mine to Linda sat in the co-pilots seat. As the weather was so good 

we were able to fly direct to Ambua's private airstrip and as we landed Bob banked over the lodge, 

giving us a chance to see its fabulous location. Joseph and our driver met us at the airport and five 

minutes later we were being welcomed into Ambua Lodge. 
 

Now this lodge is something special. The view from the air and the entrance track through moss-

covered trees filled us with a sense of anticipation, and the Great Woodswallow perched on the 

restaurant roof and the abundant moths still left from last night did nothing to dispel this. Sue and 

Gill's experience a few moments after settling into room 4 probably serves to illustrate why this 

lodge is so special and synonymous with the likes of Attenborough. A small tree just outside their 

big bay windows dazzled them in moments with four stunning birds – three birds of paradise and 

Yellow-browed Melidectes. A female Superb Bird of Paradise, a Stephanie's Astrapia and best of 

all, our first Short-tailed Paradigalla. This last bird to me is what the Bird of Paradise family are all 

about – they are so strange, some may have fabulous plumes and amazing colours but the family 

as a whole are just weird, with long bills coming out of a head that looks somehow the wrong 

shape, and this species, a chunky black bird, has no accoutrements other than a lime-green 

bubblegum butterfly stuck on its forehead. You just couldn't make them up!  
 

Joseph joined a number of us pottering along the path leading between cabins. We spent an hour 

and a half getting fantastic views of the Paradigalla as well as other choice species such as Rufous-

throated Bronze Cuckoo and Fan-tailed Cuckoo, Papuan Flowerpecker and Smoky Honeyeater. 

Jezebel butterflies were flying about and there were a few bushbrowns Mycalesis discobolus, and a 

lovely riodinid Dicallaneura decorata with very intricately marked underwings. 
 

After an excellent lunch we had a break and reconvened at three. It had been a very fine day up 

until this point but now the rain started. We drove up onto the Tari Gap but it still rained so we 

tried birdwatching from a stopped bus. This worked reasonably well in that we had good views of 
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Belford's Melidectes and two superb Crested Berrypeckers. Tommy suddenly yelled (quietly!) 

Ribbon-tailed Astrapia and there, trailing its white tail plumes was a male of this species, 

disappearing into the mossy trees. Over the next hour we saw a rich array of species, especially 

once the rain stopped and we could walk around. We saw the Ribbon-tailed Astrapia several more 

times, a couple of females and at least two males too, the latter sometimes feeding on the strange-

looking 'ivy' fruit of one of the members of the Araliaceae. Papuan Lorikeets flew back and forth, 

occasionally landing in a blaze of colour. We saw Fan-tailed Berrypecker, Mountain Mouse-

Warbler, a superb Papuan Mountain Pigeon which allowed 'scope views, Papuan and Buff-faced 

Scrub-Wrens, Grey-streaked Honeyeater, Red—collared Myzomela, Friendly Fantail, and several 

people saw the very rare Archbold's Bowerbird.  

 

Then it was back down to Ambua Lodge and some relaxation before dinner. 

 

 

Day 16 October 8th  Ambua 
 

After a six am breakfast we were out with Joseph by six-thirty waiting to see what would come 

around the back of the lodge. No Sicklebill but there was both Princess Stephanie's Astrapia and 

Superb Bird of Paradise, females all. The Fan-tailed Cuckoo was chased or chasing and we had 

good views of Blue-Grey Robin and Orange-billed Parakeets. Getting ready to depart in the 

carpark we were interrupted by a birdwing, this Ornithoptera chimaera. 
 

We stopped at around the 8500 foot mark fifteen minutes drive from the lodge and went into the 

forest with Joseph. Into it we were but in fact only five metres and there we stayed for the next 

hour. The surroundings were truly mossy, great green masses of it cloaking everything, the 

contorted trees mostly just five to ten metres high with a few large emergents. Rhododendrons 

grew on the trees and on the ground and there were vines twisting through the whole – a real elfin 

forest. It didn't take long for the standing quietly to work – you'd think ten people stood together 

trying to communicate and to see things in the mossy world would have been difficult but it 

proved to be not the case, we all had great looks at most things that came past, indeed the beauty 

of such birdwatching is that the birds come to you. First up was a Large Scrub-Wren which 

fossicked along a branch just three metres from us. Also as good views were obtained of White-

winged Robin. Joseph indicated a Lesser Melampita was calling and we watched intently, but it 

didn't cross the path. A few minutes later a Black Fantail flickered in front of us. Crested 

Berrypickers were a fine sight and there were several Grey-streaked Honeyeaters sometimes 

feeding at the tubular flowers hanging from the vines. A larger bird moved in the tree next to us, a 

female Crested Bird of Paradise. Subtle. Not so the male who appeared a few minutes later. Of all 

the birds we saw this morning he stayed with us the longest, and he arrived in a blaze of brilliance 

as his flame-coloured upperparts shone in the morning sun. A real highlight. The sun went in but 

he stayed and continued to give us all angles on his magnificently bright plumage, which seemed 

to shine even without the sun. Fabulous. 
 

We moved out onto the road for a while where Ribbon-tailed Astrapias became the focus of our 

attention. Great views were had of a male. Papuan Lorikeets flew past, zipped round us, or landed 

right next to you, and all got views in the end, another brilliant bird. We saw Papuan Scrub-Wren 

and Friendly Fantails and of course lots of those noisy Melidectes. 
 

Some of us wandered into the Crested Bird of Paradise area to look for orchids – we did check to 

make sure the bird royalty wasn't at home before continuing. We found some nice sprays of white 
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orchids, and the fine red-orange Epiblasus. There was a little white and purple Liliacean with long 

yellow anthers, and the same red Rhododendron that occupies the grasslands higher up, here 

growing as an epiphyte. There were long orange Calocera-like fungi, and a colony of pale creamy-

yellow ones. There were groups of fungi amongst the mosses, the mosses themselves, amazingly 

varied and beautiful. There were climbers that had large groups of pink tubular flowers and 

shrubs with similar but much smaller flowers. A highlight was the pair of Regent's Whistlers, 

though perhaps more mind-boggling was the 8mm long luminous purple-pink 'crustacean' 

spotted living in a little clump of moss! Then it was back down to the lodge....only.... stop that bus 

there are butterflies about. You just know when you see a butterfly on the Tari road that it will be a 

good one and so it proved, here were what we thought were three different jezebels sipping at a 

roadside seep. One was the brilliant red, yellow, black and white Delias leucias, but both the other 

two turned out to be Delias mira, one subspecies mira and the other, brown-marked one, subspecies 

roepkei. Into the bus but once again the butterflies didn't want us to have lunch - several Papilio 

weiskii, a fabulous thing whose uppersides shimmer purple and green in flight, were moving up 

the road. They proved difficult to photograph, but at least we'd seen this beauty. 
 

In the afternoon we drove up to the montane grasslands that top the pass. Here we were at nine-

thousand feet, and amid a landscape that was difficult to define. It certainly had elements of the 

Scottish moors, though perhaps the closest would be the high altitude grasslands on the Western 

Ghats in Southern India, or an even closer resemblance, the hill country of central Sri Lanka. It is 

really more of a fern and clubmoss-land than a grassland, though both were intermixed along with 

a lot of ericaceous plants. Tree-ferns lined the streams and rivers, and like the Sri Lankan hills, 

there was a mosaic of 'grassland' and forest (sholas in India). In short, a very pleasing landscape, 

and only needing a few sambar and bear monkeys for me to be looking forward to the evening 

curry! Of course the fauna and flora was every bit unique and bore little resemblance to anywhere 

else. Three male Ribbon-tailed Astrapia came and showed off their long ivory white central tail 

feathers, one having the longest tail feathers I've ever seen on this or as far as I can think, any bird. 

In the distance a Brown Sicklebill gave his machine-gun rattle. Belford's Melidectes were noisy, 

Island Thrushes sounded like blackbirds, and Papuan Grassbirds lurched from cover, their untidy 

tails characteristic. Orchids are a strong feature anywhere around here and there were a good 

number. There were fine orange and yellow sprays of Dendrobium subaclausum growing on the 

ground alongside some bright red Dendrobium cuthbertsoni both species that are normally found 

amongst the moss on tree or tree fern trunks. Pink Spathoglottis was frequent and the stately spikes 

of Calanthe flava were impressive. The clubmosses are varied with at least six species. We saw 

Potentillas, a Ranunculus, a Wahlenbergia, and a really very tiny Utricularia, an insectivorous plant. 

There was a nice red flowered Rhododendron too, and half a dozen Ericaceous species. Reg and 

Rowena found a fine Lomatogonium. Meanwhile I'd been flushing Brown Quail and at a 

surprisingly high altitude, two Lewin's Rails. Brown Cuckoo-Dove, a flock of Black Sitellas, Long-

tailed Shrike, and a fly-by Archbold's Bowerbird made for an unusual mix of birds. Joseph saved 

the best to last – a superb Eastern Grass Owl that flew towards us across the grassland, looking 

like a large Barn Owl, then it turned and flew away, looking completely different with its dark 

grey-brown upperside plumage. 

 

 

Day 17 October 9th  Ambua 
 

A rather rainy end to the night and breakfast time. We spent the next two hours 'on hold' as the 

valley was full of mist and rain regularly came from the direction of the Tari Gap, so going either 
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up or down was not sensible. This of course meant that we had time to enjoy some steady and 

sometimes very good birdwatching along the paths through the garden. The Short-tailed 

Paradigalla was in sociable mood and sat next to us in his tree as we watched a superb Black-

breasted Broadbill and a female Spotted Berrypicker. Papuan Lorikeets and Orange-billed 

Lorikeets came and went and there was a brief sighting of the magnificent Papuan King Parrot. 

Two female Superb Birds of Paradise were in the tree tops and a Fan-tailed Cuckoo. Given the rain 

it was surprising that there weren't more moths around the main lodge, however Tommy found a 

really smart Rhinoceros Beetle and moved it to a nearby orchid for photos! Back in the shrubbery 

we were looking at both male and female Black Pitohui, one of New Guinea's strange poisonous 

birds. They have a toxin that exudes from their skin onto their feathers so contact with them can 

give you a nasty reaction. This toxin is derived from a particular species of beetle. There was a 

lovely Rufous-naped Whistler in the same tree as a Black Monarch and we watched Black 

Butcherbird giving a musical performance reminiscent of an oriole. 
 

The rain that had been intermittent came a little stronger so we had a tea break for half an hour, 

then it was down to the Helipad again for a few minutes. A superb male Loria's Bird of Paradise 

sat up on a dead tree opposite whilst much further away was a group of White-bibbed Fruit 

Doves. Then it was into the bus and up onto the Tari road. I managed to miss out writing notes for 

this part, though probably the top highlight was an animal, the lovely little Speckled Dasyure that 

fossicked along a mossy bough as a few of us watched enthralled. 

 

My lunchtime wanderings produced sightings of at least three jezebels – Delias lucias, Delias nais, 

and another unidentified. There was a flyby Graphium weiskii too but it was Tommy who found 

one in the carpark that sat with open wings allowing him to photograph the fantastic shimmering 

purple and green uppersides. Some workmen were digging a stump out of the garden and they 

unearthed a load of small elliptical white eggs – on opening one they found a tiny black snake 

inside. I found a good mix of birds – Black Fantail, Buff-faced Scrub-Wren, Sclater's Whistler and 

Black-breasted Boatbill. 
 

In the afternoon we headed up the Tari road again to a spot fifteen minutes drive away and which 

proved to be a Bird of Paradise fest. In the next half an hour there were Birds of Paradise flying 

everywhere, we saw five species and between two and five of each. A Ribbon-tailed Astrapia flew 

off as soon as we arrived but as we listened to the staccato machine-gun rattles of a Brown 

Sicklebill a male Loria's Bird of Paradise appeared on a dead branch. One of the female Brown 

Sicklebills flew in and a female King of Saxony Bird of Paradise flew in to meet it. Then another 

sicklebill appeared and both flew right over our heads. Joseph pointed out a male King of Saxony 

Bird of Paradise who was giving a little bit of his display atop a tree. Each time he swayed his 

ratchets a little waterfall song came out of him, accompanied by the approaching machine-gun of 

the sicklebill. This soon appeared in front of us – what a magnificent beast, and after posing for a 

while and calling it too flew right over our heads. There was still time for more appearances of 

each of the above plus a couple of female Princess Stephanie's Astrapias to fly by. There were other 

birds too! A Rufous-backed Whistler consorted with a Friendly Fantail. A Papuan King Parrot flew 

in allowing brief views and Papuan and Orange-billed Lorikeets passed through. As we were 

leaving a Dimorphic Fantail was seen. 
 

Up the road we checked out a tree for Archbold's Bowerbird but no luck however the female 

Crested Bird of Paradise showed very well by the roadside, our sixth bird of paradise of the 

afternoon and seventh of the day! Crested Berrypickers were noted and there were flybys of 

various lorikeets including Plum-faced. Lastly we stopped off to look for Astrapias again, and saw 
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two female Princess Stephanie's Astrapias and Rufous-naped Whistler, several Orange-billed 

Lorikeets and Large Scrub-Wren.  
 

After dinner I went out on a night walk. Nightwalks in New Guinea are great for insects and frogs 

and the like but hard work for mammals and birds so this must rate as one of the best I've had! 

Two and a half hours spent walking slowly round the circuit trail at Ambua produced three 

mammal species and a bird – the latter a Papuan Frogmouth. A Grey-bellied Tree Mouse scurried 

along one of the railings, a pretty and quite large mouse. Noticing a movement behind me I saw 

something moving through a low tree, seemingly falling out of it and having a dreadful job getting 

organised. The torch revealed a stunningly marked animal, skunk-like in general effect, but 

altogether cuter. I walked over to it and had great views down to three metres, but trying to get 

my camera organised (ill-prepared!) proved too difficult and the animal was up and off before I 

could get a picture. It disappeared behind a large tree. This was a Long-fingered Triok, a 

marsupial about the size of a pine marten or indeed a large skunk, and apparently even has an 

odour like one. Its feeding technique which involves using the extremely elongate finger to remove 

grubs from rotten logs owes more to the Aye-Aye though. Waiting I heard noise in the tree above 

me and swung my torch to reveal the same animal. Or at least, I thought it did, for as I focused on 

it another animal came 'flying' through the night and hit the first so hard it fell out of the tree and 

hit the ground (an 8 metre fall) right in front of me. I looked first at the animal that had landed in 

the tree. At first I thought it another triok but as it turned and elegantly scurried along the 

branches I realised it was another species of the same group, the almost equally beautiful Striped 

Opossum. This made for the high branches where it sat and shouted its victory loudly. Meanwhile 

the triok had completely disappeared! Exciting stuff. 

 

 

Day 18 October 10th Ambua 
 

We met up for tea and coffee and six and were out the door at six—fifteen and down into the 

valley for a spot of pre-breakfast fun with Birds of Paradise. We walked into one of the gardens 

lining the road and stationed ourselves near one of the little houses with a pumpkin patch in front 

of us and sweet potatoes around. Most important though would be the line of trees in front of us. 

We could hear the occupants of the huts waking up around us and some of the kids joined us, 

keeping respectfully quiet, they knew why we were there! A Lawe's Parrotia, a female, flew past, 

and later we had decent 'scope views. A female Superb Bird of Paradise was seen feeding a 

recently fledged youngster. A male called frequently, and eventually we had a look at it displaying 

in the distance. However pride of place went to the Blue Bird of Paradise, whose fabulous good 

looks were shown off for a good half an hour on a tall dead snag right in front of us. He threw his 

head back and called loudly and did a lot of preening of that gorgeous plumage. A Brush Cuckoo 

was seen briefly, also White-breasted Fruit Doves, and a Marbled Honeyeater flew over. Then it 

was back to the lodge for a well-earned and very much enjoyed breakfast. 
 

Now we were off down to valley below and our brush with the culture of the Huli people. There 

are around three hundred thousand Huli living in the Tari Valley and they form one of the largest 

single-language groups in New Guinea. They are fiercely proud of their heritage, and occasionally 

just plain fierce – though thankfully not today! 
 

Our first visit was just down the road from the lodge where several Huli wigmen were ready to do 

a singsing. Paulus told us some of the background to daily life in the Huli community, a 

fascinating talk that opened our eyes to just how different this society is. Then the men, all part of 
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the clan that provides many of the workers in the lodge, appeared. They looked absolutely 

spectacular, their appearance quite improbable . Faces were painted a bright yellow (Ambua – the 

Huli word for yellow), the chin and shoulders red and with a little white too. Their fronts were 

covered by a traditional apron, their bottoms by a big bunch of leafy twigs, meant to emulate a 

bird of paradise 'flouncing'. It was the headdresses that were the most amazing though. Three 

wore ceremonial wigs, the other three everyday wigs, but each had feather adornments. Two had a 

central column out of which leapt immensely long white Ribbon-tailed Astrapia tail feathers as 

well as Princess Stephanie's Astrapia tail feathers and huge Black Sicklebill tail feathers. Several of 

the dancers had pairs of King of Saxony Bird of Paradise ratchet feathers coming out the side, one 

even had Lawe's Parrotia display feathers and others had feathers improvised to look like these. 

Each had a frontspiece of a Superb Bird of Paradise throat gorgette, which caught the light 

fantastically as the dancers moved, and this surrounded by yet more feathers. Surrounding all this 

were magnificent lines of mixed Orange-billed and Yellow-billed Lorikeet tail feathers and on the 

back of one was a mix of Josephine's Lorikeet and some kind of fruit dove. On another were 

Papuan Lorikeets. Some had Cassowary feathers, one a tuft of Raggiana's Bird of Paradise feathers, 

and there were Cuckoo-Dove tail feathers, Sulphur-crested Cockatoo, and even a frogmouth's 

feather and a Grass Owl's feather. We learnt that one of the reasons men and women live 

separately in the Huli people is that the men are afraid that if they get into an argument with their 

wife/s the wife/s will damage their feathers and their wigs so they keep them safe in their men's 

houses! The dancers danced, their movements and appearance mimicking the displays of birds of 

paradise. The main movement was a kind of little jump which was actually very hard work and so 

each section of the dance was short to allow them to recover a little. Their bodies were oiled so it 

was difficult to tell if they were sweating much! Their drums were made of cuscus skin and 

lightweight wood, the inside lined with blue Bird of Paradise feathers! 
 

Now we moved down the valley where we visited the Huli wig school. They proceeded to show 

us how the wigs were grown, the 'teacher' at the wig school introduced his various pupils – men of 

varying ages – and told us how long each had been growing his hair. One already had an 

impressive barnet at twelve months – but he had another six months to go until his hair could be 

harvested to make the traditional Huli 'everyday' wig which is then adorned with birds of 

paradise feathers as well as feathers of lorikeets and indeed anything that looks good. Flowers, 

even gaudy plastic ones, and opossum fur is added and even bits and pieces like union-jack dart 

flights! I say 'everyday' because the special ceremonial wig is made from two such wigs, one 

turned upside down on top of the other. We learnt how the hair was grown under a spell from the 

teacher and the Huli wigmen showed us how they sprinkled the special water on their hair thrice 

daily. Huli have dark hair but the hair they grow for the wigs goes paler and this apparently only 

happens with this water treatment. Among the various things the wigmen had for sale were 

necklaces made of snake vertebrae! During this Tommy and I found it difficult to concentrate 

totally on the wigman as this was a good spot for butterflies. The tiny blue with a large single spot 

in the centre of the hindwing, Pithecops dionisius, fluttered around the edge of the clearing and 

Delias flew back and forth. A superb Riodinid, Praetaxila huntei, perched atop a shrub and I saw 

Harsiesis yolanthe a crow-like Satyrid apparently known from only one specimen in PNG.  
 

We moved a couple of kilometres to a simple guesthouse located in some trees. An excellent lunch 

was laid out on a big table. Meanwhile a Brush Cuckoo posed for us and a superb Papuan 

Frogmouth was spotted perched right out in the open. At half a metre long this species is 

unfeasibly large, though that's to take nothing away from its dead stump impression. Large Papilio 

aegeus flew around the clearing including the white ormenus form. Before we left we had distant 

views of Papuan King Parrots, and closer at hand were Buff-faced and Large Scrub-Wrens.  



Greentours Natural History Holidays  www.greentours.co.uk  27 

 

Next up was a village visit. Here we got to see how a family lived in their garden. The garden was 

just a few acres, but supremely productive. Sugar Cane and Sweet Potato were the two main crops 

but here were also avocados, figs and other fruit trees. We were shown the house where the men 

lived, so anyone aged eight or above. Then we were shown the house of women, these split into 

two, the other half for the pigs. We met some of the village ladies who like the men were in 

traditional costume. Driving along we had seen just a few people in this - the ladies wearing a 

rather elegant kind of grass skirt, short at the front, longer at the back. The men now showed us 

their prowess with the bow and arrows, and our guide Paulus, who was no mean shot himself, 

told us of the four arrow wounds he had in his legs from clan fights. Several of us had a go at the 

archery but weren't quite as proficient as the headman who got two arrows within a centimetre of 

each other on the target trunk! 
 

The afternoon rain had conveniently stopped by the time we met up at four-thirty. Rowena's brief 

sighting of a Black Sicklebill meant that this happened down at the helipad. In fact it was quite 

lively down there though most birds were at a distance. Superb Bird of Paradise was displaying. A 

Loria's Bird of Paradise sat out in the open calling showing off its bright lime-coloured gape. A 

distant Tit Berrypecker, a lovely species, was seen by a few, but all got a look at Judith's Great 

Cuckoo-Dove. Several of us went off with Peter to his orchid garden by the air strip. Peter has been 

collecting local orchids for a decade and has a very nicely presented garden. We were like kids in a 

sweet shop, enthusing about this Bulbophyllum before being called on 'you must see this 

Dendrobium'. We saw again familiar species from up on the pass – Dendrobium cuthbertsonii, 

Dendrobium subclausum and Epiblastis basilis. However there was so much more – hairy large-

flowered Dendrobium finisterrae, lots of Coelogyne fragrans, red, violet and cream colour forms of 

Dendrobium vexillare and the large round heads of Dendrobium glomeratum with their balls of vivid 

pink orange-centred flowers. There were three Mediocalcar species at the entrance all with berry-

like flowers of either red and orange or red and white. There were some stunning small 

Bulbophyllums, two exceedingly tiny species with flowers just millimetres across but of great 

complexity, there was one of the 'hornbill' Bulbophyllums and the well-named Bulbophyllum 

pulchellum. My favourite was a rather dull looking green flowered Bulbophyllum which on closer 

inspection had the most complex flower, with moving parts no less – the slightest nudge and it 

looked like little bees were hovering inside the flower – quite extraordinary. There were the 

hanging racemes of Oberonia spectabilis, three species of Cadetia, Dendrochillum longifolia and Eria 

oligostichia. Every turn seemed to throw up something new. David also told us a little about some 

of the plants he was growing that had been used by the Huli in the past. A red-leaved Begonia was 

powerful against evil spirits whilst one of the hedging plants was squeezed into water put into a 

hollow in the soil, covered in a banana leaf and then once settled used as a mirror! 
 

Several us went out on a night walk. We failed to locate any mammals or birds, hearing just the 

one owl. And though frogs called continually we didn't have much luck with them either. The only 

notable find was a ''jewelled' stick insect, its body encrusted with lichenose adornments. Some tiny 

luminous fungi were nice too. 

 

 

Day 19 October 11th Ambua 
 

We met up with Joseph at six fifteen, some of us having already consumed a full english, bowl of 

fruit (the passion and tamarillo were very good!, toast and copious tea or coffee. We drove a little 

down the road to a spot that overlooked some forest and here we had views of two Black 

Sicklebills, and though they were very distant we did get some idea of their huge size. Their 
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distinctive 'giant quail' call drifted across the morning air, the rather more raucous display call of a 

Superb Bird of Paradise did too, this bird displaying actively in a distant tree top. A Short-tailed 

Paradigalla appeared too. Several flocks of Papuan Mountain Pigeons flew over. 
 

Next it was us to the Astrapia spot where there were no Astrapias. Only blue skies and lots of 

sunshine. In fact there were few birds here. The only one of note was rather special though – 

Joseph located a Mountain (Yellow-billed) Kingfisher, a stunning orange-rufous kingfisher with a 

long dagger-like bill. 
 

Then it was on up towards the Tari Gap. Passing the Crested Bird of Paradise site there was a 

crowd of people on the road. They were the passengers of a minibus that had gone off the road 

and down the bank ten metres into the forest. All had escaped unharmed as far as we could see! 

We moved just up above here and got out and listened for New Guinea Harpy Eagle but to no 

avail. Meanwhile I'd gone off down to look at the little river down the slope and to my great 

surprise found two Salvadori's Teal enjoying a little white water just three metres below me. I 

grabbed a few pictures (with my macro lens – they weren't very good!) and then bought everyone 

else down. Sadly, though I did get another look at them below a waterfall I wasn't able to get 

anyone else a look. However, there was the bonus of a pair of Black-throated Honeyeaters in the 

shrubbery. There were also a bunch of Udina sibatanii by the river and a couple of Delias luctuosa. 

These colorful jezebels allowed some close-up photography. 
 

We moved along a bit to a stream where Tommy and I photographed Altiapa decolor (or klossi?) by 

tree ferns hosting several species of orchid. The nearby grassland had some nice little gentians, a 

willowherb, a yellow Oxalis and a straggling pale blue Wahlenbergia. We also tried to photograph 

Graphium weiskii by the bus but it didn't settle for long enough. An Island Thrush was seen too. We 

continued on down the other side of the gap a little but it was so sunny it had become hot and 

there was little to see so we headed back down for lunch. 
 

During the midday break I popped down to the river and photographed Delias leucias/weiskii 

(rather intermediate between the two) and also a superb Torrent Lark on the river. Other birds 

included Hooded Cuckooshrikes, Rufous-naped Whistler, Black Fantails and Black-breasted 

Boatbill. 
 

In the afternoon we headed uphill. Joseph stopped us by the Princess Stephanie's Astrapia spot 

and lo and behold there he was. A superb male who posed beautifully for us over the next twenty 

minutes. Some were already voting him the best Bird of Paradise of the trip! The wide curving tail 

feathers were indeed elegant, but it was the shimmering green gorgette that was really impressive. 

It positively rippled with rich colour. The colour changed above the eye to turquoise. And below 

from some angles, we could see a narrow band of purple across the belly. It was truly a 'giant 

sunbird'. Not to be outdone another male appeared on the other side of the road. This one was 

perhaps even better, every strand of his tail feathers was in perfect condition, and his eyes shone 

brilliant blue, but he was higher and with the light not quite so good... A Josephine's Lorikeet sped 

past in a blaze of red and there were Yellow-browed Melidectes loudly calling too. Then it was up 

the road to the usual spot. Here we spent the last forty minutes, trying for tiger parrots but with no 

luck. However Joseph and Linda came up with something far harder to see. A Logrunner. In a day 

when some of the best birds were only seen by one or two people each time, this one topped the 

list! Meanwhile the rest of us were seeing Papuan Lorikeets, Ribbon-tailed Astrapias, Buff-faced 

Scrub-Wren, Red-collared Myzomela, White-winged Robin and the like. Then it was back down to 

the lodge. 
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Around 9pm I went off for a nightwalk on the circuit trail, taking almost three hours. First find 

was down by the big waterfall where a Mountain Owlet-Nightjar was sitting on the cliff in open 

view. I found Friendly Fantail and Buff-faced Scrub-Wren roosting then came a mammal 

encounter, this time Grey-bellied Tree Mouse. A little later a bat and I got into a bit of a tangle. A 

decent sized bat, like a small fruit bat, it was getting confused because it was trying to land on a 

plant and my face was less than ten centimetres away! It meant I got a great look him! It was a 

blossom bat, a nectar-eating species, and this particular one is named after Bilbo Baggins's kin, 

because it has hairy feet! The Moss Forest Blossom Bat, aka Syconycteris hobbit! Though I saw it well 

I have to admit to not noticing the hairiness or otherwise of the feet. Close to the end of the walk I 

happened across a superb marsupial sitting on a little branch right across the trail, just a few 

metres up. A photographable Coppery Ringtail. It stayed absolutely still as I photographed it. 

Then it was on back to my room, interrupted only by a Papuan Frogmouth! 

 

 

Day 20 October 12th to Loloata 
 

A fine sunny morning greeted us at Ambua. I went off into the forest first thing, passing Sue and 

Judith who were waiting (in vain...) for the Torrent Lark to appear. I saw little – Black Fantail, 

Mountain Mouse-Warbler – in the way of birds, however one very nice find was a terrestrial 

orchid. This had a single small leaf and stood about 5cm high, the flower hooded, purple with a 

white top, which stood out in the deep leaf litter. A Corybas species – there are at least fifty-one 

known from PNG! 
 

We left the lodge at eight-thirty and headed down into the valley, watching the highland gardens 

go by, the roadsides as we neared Tari with ever-increasing numbers of colourful and very varied 

looking peoples. We soon arrived at the airport and checked-in, very much a paper and pen 

exercise! Once completed we moved into the departure area, a traditional style grass-roofed 

circular building with open sides which was both airy and shaded. We passed the time (the flight 

was an hour late taking off) watching the comings and goings. The mines had bought a new busy-

ness to the place and helicopters appeared every twenty minutes or so, and the occasional light 

aircraft landed. One happened to be Bob Bates, however it was just a flying visit, he was soon off 

again apparently flying down to his lodge in the Trans-Fly region, Bensbach. On the runway 

verges we watched Hooded Manakins and a Richard's Pipit. Once in the air we soon left the 

cultivated highlands behind, passing huge tracts of forest that looked relatively undisturbed, large 

rivers snaking through them before suddenly dropping through great cataracts to a new level 

before resuming the meandering pattern. As we neared a coastal area the rivers became positively 

huge, until we passed over a vast delta region. Then it was across the lowlands before descending 

into Port Moresby airport. We met up with Stephen and Jenny who gave us our snorkelling (and 

otherwise left) baggage and we were off on the Loloata bus. We soon left the hubbub (or so it 

seemed to us...) of Port Moresby and found ourselves on a country road leading through an 

unusual savannah country with widely spaced trees, eucalypts and others, with swampy hollows 

and dry hillsides. Mid-afternoon was the not the best time to observe the birdlife here – only 

Torresian Crows. We arrived at the jetty after half an hour and Loloata's ferry took us out to the 

island. Crested Terns sat on the channel markers as we passed the marine research station before 

heading out to Loloata, the last island that forms part of a hogsback ridge extending from the 

mainland out to sea. 
 

We were welcomed on to Loloata by a kangeroo or two. Or more precisely a Grey Dorcopsis or 

two. These small kangeroos are from the mainland and were introduced here by Dik Knight, who 
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has owned and lived on Loloata for thirty five years. We took a nice sandwich and salad (late) 

lunch under the shade of a coconut tree as Yellow-bellied Sunbird, New Guinea Friarbird and 

White-breasted Wood-Swallow distracted us. Walking to our rooms we met the Victoria Crowned 

Pigeons who stalk around this island as if the own it – they are tamer even than the Dorcopsis.  
 

Settled into our very nice rooms we met up at 5pm for a walk along the island's ridge path. Hardly 

had we reached the top (it's about 30m above sea level) and we saw frigatebirds, nine Lesser 

Frigatebirds. For the rest of the walk we saw Torresian Imperial Pigeons at regular intervals. These 

are the most elegant black and white pigeons. We saw an Osprey perched up and Gull-billed Tern 

flew over, and there was a very impressive group of frigatebirds, fifty-nine in total, wheeling over 

us. All were Lesser Frigatebirds. A Pacific Reef Egret flew past. 
 

Then it was back to our rooms and a break before dinner, which this evening was accompanied by 

a singsing. The local dancers and singers gave a very different performance from that we'd 

encountered in the highlands. It was decidedly Tahitian in atmosphere and sound. Tommy had 

found the first Banded Krait before dinner and after dinner my torch revealed Epaulleted Sharks in 

the shallows amongst the mangrove. 

 

 

Day 21 October 13th Loloata 
 

Three of the team went off for a mainland birding trip with Leonard. There were various hiccups 

experienced during this trip so unfortunately not a lot of time was spent looking at wildlife! The 

Pacific Adventist University was closed to visitors however the access road produced sightings of 

various species. There were several White-headed Shelduck, as well as Pied Herons and in the 

trees a number of good birds. Grey Shrike-Thrush was new and there was both Silver-eared and 

Graceful Honeyeaters. Fawn-breasted Bowerbirds and Rainbow Bee-eaters. White-bellied and 

Black-faced Cuckoo-Shrikes. Obviously a productive area. 
 

I went up onto the Loloata ridge first thing. The large flock of Lesser Frigatebirds was there again, 

steadily diminishing as they peeled off to different parts of the sea. Some great views of them low 

overhead first thing though. Exotically-plumaged Orange-fronted Fruit Doves and smart Torresian 

Imperial Pigeons perched in tree tops. The very large Black-faced Cuckoo-Shrike was found on the 

top trees. Several people saw a Whimbrel along the shore and Tommy had a Pacific Reef Egret 

perched right outside his room! I scanned for dolphins but to no avail. There were however some 

Marlin feeding and lounging in the distance, one leapt clear of the water and I could see the fins 

and tail tips of the loungers reflecting the low-angle morning sun! 
 

After a good large breakfast we met up at eight-thirty for our trip to Lion Head Island. Any 

residual surface movement from last night’s rain had now dissipated and we had a sunny day, flat 

calm water and, as is usual at Loloata, no current. Perfect snorkelling. A mixed group of waders 

including Lesser Sandplovers and Little Ringed Plover took off as we arrived on the beach, a five 

minute boat road from Loloata. It was indeed an exceptional snorkelling session. Aside from being 

a five minute boat ride from the lodge Lion Head Island has the advantage of having a small but 

perfectly formed shelly beach from which to enter into the snorkelling realm gradually. I think 

most of us spent two hours in the water, some of us nearly two and half! It was warm, fairly clear 

at the get in to so clear you felt like you we were flying at the far end of the island – the island is 

only 250m long! The corals are not as brilliant as in Kimbe Bay but the fish are just as dazzling! 

There were large groups – herds are a good name for them, of mixed parrotfishes and tangs, these 
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grazing on the coral rubble below the reef top. The brilliantly coloured Bleeker's, King and Bullet-

head Parrotfish come in seemingly endless colour variations – different ages and sexes – and with 

these were thick herds of Sailfin Tang, Convict Tang and various surgeonfishes. Often these herds 

would centre themselves on one giant Titan Triggerfish, a truly impressive beast! Not as 

impressive as the Giant Flathead, a 75cm cross between a crocodile and a guitar, that we found 

nestled in a huge coral head in only a metre's depth of water. The diversity of butterflyfish was 

staggering. We found at least 15 species! Eastern Triangular, Redfin and Bluespot Butterflyfish 

were all common. Delicate little Klein's with its powder blue face and orange and white and grey 

bands was on the rich coral at the south end of the island along with Citron and Teardrop 

Butterflyfishes. Larger Blackback, Threadfin and Saddled Butterflyfishes frequented the slope 

down from the coral. One of the most striking fish here was the Blue and Gold Angelfish which 

was found everywhere, even in a few centimetres of water where we could also appreciate the 

brilliant colours of Neon Damsel and Surge Demoiselles. A single brilliant orange and red-pink 

male Yellowback Basslet held territory over a little coral head with Moorish Idols and Diagonal-

banded Sweetlips as well as Striped Surgeonfiish – an improbably colourful spot. Indeed down at 

the bottom end the water was so clear the corals were fantastic with large green Table Corals, 

purple Bowl Corals and large spheres of Measure Corals. Abominate Sea Anemones formed 

forests sheltering Moon and Checkerboard Wrasse and above other anemones we found Clark's 

and Spinecheek Anemonefishes and the lovely yellow white and blue juvenile Black Demoiselles. 

In sandy areas huge Graeff's Sea Cucumbers looked rather unpleasant (!) whist the Spotted Sea 

Cucumber fooled more than a few into thinking it was a sea snake – it is snake like and over a 

metre long. Christmas Tree Worms came in many stunningly bright colours, and there were some 

striking Ascidians. Rowena found a violet-coloured Nudibranch. Back to the fish though. My 

favourite find was the pair of diminutive Long-nosed Filefishes, pecking away at the top of a coral, 

their strangely shaped bodies a brilliant turquoise blue covered from tail to mouth with large 

brilliant yellow spots. The almost square Solor Boxfish looked like the midnight sky adorned with 

stars, the Black-spotted Puffer looked a little puffed up and unpleasant, and the gorgeous Black-

spotted Toby and Fine—spotted Pufferfish both swam off slowly, as anything their shape must do 

– fast can't be an option! A stunningly patterned Trumpetfish hovered about an anemone whilst 

others had both Humbug and Reticulated Dascyllus in shoals above them. Almost the first fish we 

saw was a frilly Lionfish! There were so many fish – Two-barred, Dash-Dot and Bicolor Goatfishes, 

Anchor Tuskfish, Peacock Grouper, Jansen's Wrasse, Bird Wrasse, the fabulous Yellowtail Coris, 

Oriental Sweetlips, the lovely Long-beaked Coralfish, and a whole bunch of Monocle-Breams, 

Fusilier species and Rabbitfish. Great stuff!  
 

Back at the lodge we had time for a shower and general spruce up before lunch which was 

excellent fish and chips amongst other dishes.  
 

The afternoon was free, so most explored either or both of the sea level or ridge top paths. After 

some trip report writing I did a late afternoon snorkel pretty much straight out for the room. 

There's little coral in the sea there, just isolated heads, and most of the bottom is sandy with some 

greenery, and the afternoon wind made it all rather turbid. However I wasn't complaining when 

no less than five Common Lionfish got into formation in front of me – fabulous! Fishlife was much 

less diverse than Lion Head Island and was mostly juveniles however there were still some 

beautiful fish. Blackpatch and Flagtail Triggerfishes were both common and I saw several pretty 

Beaked Coralfish. Raccoon and Redfin Butterflyfish were common too and there were many 

monocle breams and the Striped Whitetail. Many of the little coral heads had groups of Humbug 

Dascyllus above them. It was a great place for seas slugs and starfish. There were many fabulous 

Nodose Sea Stars, a chunky starfish with thick arms, each with a number of volcanic growths, 



Greentours Natural History Holidays  www.greentours.co.uk  32 

 

these dark tipped, the base either whitish or reddish. There were a number of Blue Sea Stars and a 

brittle star species too. 

 

 

Day 22 October14th  Varirata 
 

This was a big day in every sense of the word. It was a very long day – we departed Loloata an 

hour before dawn and arrived back an hour before sunset. It was also perhaps the biggest bird day 

of the trip, with a quite staggering thirty-odd new species – amazing given that this was the 22nd 

day of our tour! The butterflies were hardly behind with again a good number of new species. 
 

So having left Loloata we met up with Stephen Ipai at the Gateway Hotel and were soon on our 

way up the pleasant valley that leads to the Sogerai Plateau, which amongst others things, marks 

the start of the Kokoda Trail. The latter stages of the journey was in daylight and we could see the 

impressive canyon that we were following. The road wound steeply up out of it into the entrance 

to Varirata National Park. Dollarbirds and Pheasant Coucals marked our progress into the park, 

only briefly delayed whilst the ranger appeared. Once inside we went straight to the Raggiana's 

Bird of Paradise display site. Getting out of the bus we were almost deafened by the strident 

vocalisations emanating from close by in the forest. Walking just a few yards we could see a male, 

his plumes elegantly coiffured, and ready to dance. Sure enough he started – press-ups and 

bowing, plume shaking and more bowing with wings arched. His magnificent plumage shivered 

and shook all the while and regularly threw back his head and yodelled to all and sundry. Another 

male in a nearby tree watched the goings on. He rested for a minute or two before starting another 

set of display manoeuvres. We watched spellbound for a quarter of an hour or so, really very close 

to these birds, before both males flew off into forest. As we drew breath three Purple-tailed 

Imperial Pigeons flew over and a noisy Little Cockatoo failed to show itself. Then it was off to see 

what we could find along the track. Birding can be slow going at Varirata however throughout the 

morning we were finding good species. We started with a Cicadabird, a pair of Black 

Cuckooshrikes feeding a youngster, and a Yellow-eyed Cuckooshrike, three cuckooshrike species 

in just a few minutes – we also saw the closely related Varied Triller. Meanwhile Reg was getting a 

look at a female Eastern Riflebird! Next was a Pink-spotted Fruit Dove and then our first Yellow-

billed Kingfisher, a difficult to see bird. By now butterflies were starting to appear, the first was a 

new species for us, a 'glassy tiger' but instead of the usual white or bluish opaque areas this one 

had bright yellow – this was Parantica schenkii. Various bushbrowns included Mycalesis elia and 

there were a number of crows including Euploea stephensii and Euploea phaenareta. Danis danis, as is 

usual in lowland forested habitats in New Guinea, was common and again as is usual was here 

accompanied by one of its mimics Phsyconotis caeluis. White Owls (Taenaris species) started to 

appear and the largest of this genus, the huge Taenaris schoenbergii flew past, ghost like, flapping its 

long white falcate wings lazily. Our only Taenaris bioculatus flew past and I photographed the 

unusual Tellervo zoilus typically hanging from the underside of a leaf. A beautifully marked 

metalmark under the trees proved to be Praetaxila albiplaga. Suddenly we realised that there was a 

kingfisher sitting in the gloom, a paradise kingfisher! We all got as look at this fantastic bird as it 

sat glowing in the understory. This one had a brilliant orange-red front with a black and 

shimmering blue area over the crown and a long white tail. Simply exquisite. Another flew across 

the road and during the next few minutes we had several sightings.  
 

New Guinea Friarbirds and Red-cheeked Parrots were perched up in trees and there was also a 

male Superb Fruit Dove, a bird of such intricate pattern and varied colours that it really belonged 

in a coral reef. We reached a viewpoint which looked down over the lowlands to Port Moresby 
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and off to one side we could see Lion Head Island. The weather was still great, and the sun was 

bringing out many butterflies. There was a brilliant turquoise 'blue' in front of us, Candalides 

helenitta and the jezebel like Cepora adnormis with yellow, black, white and red wings posed on a 

bush. Birdwings, Ornithoptera priamis, coursed up and down the trees in front of us, a female gave 

good views, and several times males were glimpsed. 
 

Our next two and a half hours was spent walking a trail through the forest. Though at times quiet 

we in fact saw a marvellous array of birds during this walk, as well as a goodly number of 

butterflies. Many of the latter were the white owls, and we saw at least three species including 

Taenaris myops and the dark Taenaris opolaus. A metalmark, Praetaxila segecia, appeared to be 

mimicking the lacewing butterfly. The large swallowtail Papilio aegeus flew through the forest at 

regular intervals. Stephen and Ben showed us a roosting Barred Owlet-Nightjar. It was like a cat 

sitting looking out of its hole, all complicated, if rather dark, patterns and beset with whiskers! It 

was great to have such a good luck at this unusual bird. Further down the track first one then two 

Yellow-billed Kingfishers were seen, one gave good 'scope views. Then we entered a period of 

having birds pop up in quick succession as a couple of bird groups crossed our path. A Zoe 

Imperial Pigeon gave fabulous views from its nicely-lit perch, and around it Spangled Drongos 

gave the very full repertoire of whistles, clucks and squeaks! A tangle nearer at hand had a 

diminutive fruit dove moving amongst it, eating the little fruit, a yellow and orange belly grading 

into pale lilac further up the breast and the head with a neat red patch. This was the aptly-named 

Beautiful Fruit-Dove. It takes some doing getting that name in this genus of birds! Inside the tangle 

there was a Black-fronted White-eye and moving through the leaves something odd – small and 

green with a straight bill, never got to the bottom of that one! A hundred metres on we joined 

others in the group who had found themselves in the middle of a Monarch frenzy. There was a 

pretty grey-black and white species with twin rows of spots on the wings – the Spot-winged 

Monarch – then there was a brick-pink and grey species with a black face. You've guessed it – 

Black-faced Monarch. Last to appear was the fabulous male Frilled Monarch, ivory white with 

black wings and a black front to the face, coupled with huge blue frilled eye-wattles. It made an 

extraordinary sight when it looked down its bill at us! A Pale-billed Scrub-Wren fossicked its way 

through the sub-canopy and this is where we spotted a honeyeater making a nest. We'd already 

seen several Mimic Meliphagas during the morning however this was different, the yellow patch 

behind the eye was long and narrow, the gape marking hardly visible and the top of the head 

noticeably dark. A Spot-breasted Honeyeater. It was fun watching it build its nest – it came in 

every minute or so with new material, until suddenly it took a rest... We passed some memorable 

buttress-rooted trees and the stream that we followed promised something new each corner. There 

was a huge megapode nest trackside and all sorts of different fruits were found along the path. 

Slender-billed Cuckoo Doves and a mystery female green pigeon were seen at the bottom of the 

walk. Sitting on a trackside fern was Neptis brebissonii, which looked every bit like the Tellervo I'd 

seen earlier, except this species sits upright like a normal butterfly! 
 

Here we all met up in the picnic area where Loloata had sent up the hoped for picnic – we were 

ravenous! We ate quickly as there plenty of butterflies about and yet another Yellow-billed 

Kingfisher that Stephen spotted in the tree right in front of us. As many of the group watched this 

through the 'scope Tommy and I went to hunt butterflies. There were forms of Hypolimnas deois 

about, and by the river a Papilio ambrax, with nice red and white markings, sat on a pandanus. 

Tommy managed to get an angle so he could photograph the uppersides of this striking 

swallowtail. I went down to the river where there were some fine dragonflies, notably a 

shimmering blue-marked 'jewel' and a lovely demoiselle which looked much like our Beautiful 

Demoiselle until it flew when the scintillatingly bright turquoise inner two-thirds of the wings (the 
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outer third was just green!) shone in the sunlight. There was a 'jester' down here, with brilliant 

orange brown-marked uppers and complicated undersides; Symbrenthia hippoclus. 
 

After lunch Ben took us just a hundred metres into the forest in search of another paradise 

kingfisher. Within a minute he had spotted one. Like most paradise kingfishers they perch in the 

understorey or sub-canopy and this makes getting on them very difficult. It was a case of look for 

the ripe tomato! I got the telescope on it and as I focused I let out an involuntary comment on the 

birds beauty which it may have heard – and it flew off before anyone could get a look through the 

'scope. Luckily Ben was able to produce another sterling piece of work as after about fifteen 

minute he relocated it and then all got a great look at it, through the 'scope and all. I was careful to 

keep comments about it under my breath this time! Back in the picnic area we had superb views of 

a Pink-spotted Fruit-Dove. 
 

In the afternoon we drove down to the Pacific Adventist University. Already tired after our long 

day we were perked up by a veritable feast of new birds. In the trees were Black-backed 

Butcherbirds and alongside Orange-fronted Fruit Doves there were both Peaceful and Bar-

shouldered Doves. Australian Ibis were in the trees with abundant Little Black and Little Pied 

Cormorants and two Glossy Ibis flew over. We very much enjoyed the Comb-crested Jacanas and 

their luminous red combs. These pottered in lilies, far outnumbered by Black-backed Swamphens 

(Purple Gallinules...) and Dusky Moorhens. There were ducks too – many Pacific Black Ducks, and 

on the first pond a Spotted Whistling Duck, on the last a superb Plumed Whistling Duck, and on 

most of the ponds, Wandering Whistling Ducks. Two Pacific Golden Plovers wandered the 

grounds and we also saw many Fawn-breasted Bowerbirds, and were even shown the bower – 

remarkable. We finished with Ben finding us two superb Marbled Frogmouths which gave us the 

most marvellous views, one doing a stump impersonation almost to perfection and the other 

opening his big reddish eyes and staring at us.  
 

A great day, and we caught the boat back to Loloata and a welcome cup of tea and/or beer. The 

buffet dinner tonight included platefuls of crab as well as a nice chicken dish and some very tasty 

white fish. This after an excellent pumpkin soup. 

  

 

Day 23  October 15th Departure 
 

Several of us met for a six-thirty trip over to Lion Head Island and a spot of snorkelling. 

Unfortunately the strong winds of the previous evening had only partially abated and there was a 

fair bit of movement in the water which made visibility quite poor – unusually poor for this site. 

Loloata has the distinction of having more or less year round clear water for snorkelling and 

diving. But not quite all the time... As we landed a mixed flock of plovers flew off, mostly Lesser 

Sandplovers, but with two Greaters too. We got into the water for an hour or so. The shallow areas 

were still good, in a metre or a metre and a half of water the water was clear enough to see marine 

life very well, especially when the sun came out. It was surprising just how many of the fish we 

saw were different from two days previously, and how different the ratio of species was. After 

fifteen species of butterfly fish on that snorkel, the first one I saw here was a new one! This the 

Pacific Double-Saddled Butterfly fish. The second butterflyfish was the lovely Long-beaked 

Coralfish, a pair, and the third, delicate Citron Butterflyfish. Might not have made it to fifteen 

species of these marine gems in the snorkel, but definitely saw at least ten, and that in an hour. 

There were the usual herds of parrotfishes and tangs and rabbitfishes, the former including lots of 

Bleekers and King Parrotfishes. Anemonefish lurked in shallow water anemones, coming so close 
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to one's face, and there were Dusky Gregories, Black Damsels and various exquisitely-marked 

Wrasse. A new one of the latter was the gorgeous Three-spot Wrasse. There were lots of Pufferfish 

about today, and Black-saddled Tobies were also frequent, tiny fish that for their size, pack a lot of 

colour and pattern in. The similarly-shaped and patterned Mimic Filefish was seen. The conditions 

also seemed to suit the little Banded Pipefish which sat on coral rubble, most easily picked out by 

the startling-patterned tails. A lobster hid in a crevice, its long antennae the clue to its existence 

and Reg spotted an eel of some sort poking its head out. Lined Surgeonfish, young Titan 

Triggerfish and crowds of Blue-grey Chromis were noted. Gill added Dwarf-spotted, Black-tipped 

and Thin-spine Groupers to the rapidly growing fish list. She also picked out Speckled 

Butterflyfish and both Mimic Filefish and the large Scrawled Filefish. Suddenly it got darker and 

rain approached so we headed back to the lodge, getting drenched with fresh water on the way. At 

least we didn't need to wash our snorkelling gear in clean water before packing!  
 

We had a relaxed and very good breakfast, finished off our packing, had another browse of the 

shop, and then said farewell to the excellent staff at Loloata. The ferry took us back to the 

mainland and then Julie took us to the airport in the minibus. We'd allowed extra time because of 

the potential for traffic disruption in Port Moresby however this proved not to be necessary and 

we made it in very good time. However we did stop for one last new bird on the way. On a trip 

that had been truly exceptional for kingfishers it was fitting that the last should be one of this 

wonderful group, and New Guinea's largest too, the seriously impressive Blue-winged 

Kookaburra, a kingfisher the size of a crow. By the looks of its expression not one to argue with! 

We had a good look at this fabulous bird and then continued on to the airport.  
 

After check-in we pottered amongst the airport shops and café. The flight left pretty much on time 

and we watched Papua slip by and then parts of Indonesia became visible as the sun lowered. 

 

 

Day 24 October 16th  Return 
 

Those stopping in Singapore said goodbye as we landed. Later the London contingent caught their 

pre-midnight flight, those of us going to Manchester a little after midnight. 
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Systematic List Number 1 Marine Life 
 

Fish are listed first, other marine life afterwards. The fish is ordered according to an alphabetical 

listing of the families. Only 2012 sightings are included. 

 

 

Acanthuridae – Surgeonfishes 
Eye-stripe Surgeonfish  Acanthurus dussumieri  Kimbe Bay. Striking orange line through the  

eye and white spine 

Striped Surgeonfish  Acanthurus lineatus  Lion's Head Island, Loloata 

Pale Surgeonfish  Acanthurus mata  Lion's Head Island, Loloata 

Mimic Surgeonfish  Acanthurus pyroferus  widespread in small numbers 

Convict Tang   Acanthurus triostegus  Lion's Head Island, Loloata 

Tomini Bristletooth  Ctenochaetus tominiensis  widespread, formed part of the large fish  

parties. Finely striped body usually looks 

just dark, white or orange tail 

Spotted Unicornfish  Naso brevirostris   Lion's Head Island, Loloata 

Orangespine Unicornfish Naso lituratus   Lion's Head Island, Loloata 

Bignose Unicornfish  Naso vlamingii   Kimbe Bay  

Brushtail Tang   Zebrasoma scopas  common in the Loloata waters 

Pacific Sailfin Tang  Zebrasoma veliferum  Lion's Head Island, Loloata 
 

Aulostomidae – Trumpetfishes 
Chinese Trumpetfish  Aulostomus chinensis  Lion's Head Island, Loloata 
 

Balistidae – Triggerfishes 
Titan Triggerfish  Balistoides viridescens  Lion's Head Island, Loloata – where one or  

two large individuals formed the centre of 

coral rubble clearance parties!  

Pinktail Triggerfish  Melichthys vidua   widespread and abundant 

Picasso Triggerfish  Rhinecanthus aculeatus  Loloata (Gill) 

Blackpatch Triggerfish  Rhinecanthus verrucosus  common in waters around Loloata 

Flagtail Triggerfish  Sufflamen chrysopterus  common in waters around Loloata 
 

Belonidae – Longtoms 
Needlefish sp   Platybelone sp   Restorf, Kimbe Bay 

Crocodilian Longtom  Tylosurus crocodilus  juveniles in the creek at Walindi! 
 

Blennidae – Blennies 
Chestnut Blenny  Cirripectes castaneus 
 

Caesionidae – Fusliers 
Red-bellied Fusilier  Caesio cuning   some large schools 

Bluestreak Fusilier  Caesio tiles   Kimbe Bay and Loloata 
 

Carangidae – Trevallies 
Blue-fin Trevally  Caranx melampygus  several noted both Kimbe Bay and Loloata 

Mackerel Scad   Decapterus macarellus  Hanging Gardens, Kimbe Bay 
 

Chaetodontidae – Butterflyfish 
Threadfin Butterflyfish  Chaetodon auriga  Lion's Head Island, Loloata 

Eastern Triangular Butterflyfish Chaetodon baronessa  Restorf, Kimbe Bay. Hanging Gardens,  

Kimbe Bay. Lion's Head Island, Loloata 

Bennett’s Butterflyfish  Chaetodon bennetti  Hanging Gardens, Kimbe Bay 
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Citron Butterflyfish  Chaetodon citrinellus  aka Speckled Butterflyfish. Lion's Head  

Island, Loloata 

Saddled Butterflyfish  Chaetodon ephippium  Lion's Head Island, Loloata 

Blacklip Butterflyfish  Chaetodon kleinii   aka Klein’s Butterflyfish. Lion's Head Island,  

Loloata 

Lined Butterflyfish  Chaetodon lineolatus  at most snorkeling sites 

Redfin Butterflyfish  Chaetodon lunulatus  at all snorkeling sites 

Blackback Butterflyfish  Chaetodon melannotus  Lion's Head Island, Loloata 

Spot-tail Butterflyfish  Chaetodon ocellicaudus  Lion's Head Island, Loloata 

Eightband Butterflyfish  Chaetodon octofasciatus  Hanging Gardens, Kimbe Bay 

Ornate Butterflyfish  Chaetodon ornatissimus  Hanging Gardens, Kimbe Bay 

Blue-spot Butterflyfish  Chaetodon plebius  Lion's Head Island, Loloata 

Latticed Butterflyfish  Chaetodon rafflesi  at most snorkeling sites 

Double-saddle Butterflyfish Chaetodon ulietensis  Hanging Gardens, Kimbe Bay 

Teardrop Butterflyfish  Chaetodon unimaculatus  Lion's Head Island, Loloata 

Vagabond Butterflyfish  Chaetodon vagabundus  at all snorkeling sites 

Long-beaked Coralfish  Chelmon rostratus  several Loloata 

Pennant Bannerfish  Henichos chrysostomus  Joy’s Reef, Kimbe Bay. Lion's Head Island,  

Loloata 

Singular Bannerfish  Henichos singularis  Lion's Head Island, Loloata 

Humphead Bannerfish  Henichos varius   at all snorkeling sites 

Longfin Batfish   Platax pinnatus   Hanging Gardens, Kimbe Bay 
 

Carcharhinidae - Sharks 
White-tipped Reef Shark Triaenodon obesus  one drifted past me at Restorf, a powerful  

sight! 
 

Cirrhitidae – Hawkfish 
Marbled Hawkfish  Cirrhitus pinnulatus  Joy’s Reef, Kimbe Bay 
 

Gobiidae – Mudskippers 
Mudskipper   Periophthalmus sp  Loloata mangroves 
 

Haemulidae – Sweetlips 
Diagonal-banded Sweetlips Plectorhinchus lineatus  a few of these large fish at deeper levels,  

Lion's Head Island, Loloata 

Oriental Sweetlips  Plectorhinchus orientalis  Lion's Head Island, Loloata 
 

Hemiscyllidae – Epaulette Sharks 
Epaulette Shark   Hemiscyllium ocellatum  Loloata mangroves 
 

Holocentridae – Squirrelfish & Soldierfish 
Scarlet Soldierfish  Myripristis pralinia  frequent in Kimbe Bay 

Bigscale Soldierfish   Myripristis berndti  Loloata 

Spotfin Squirrelfish  Neosiphon sammara  Loloata 

Sabre Squirrelfish  Sargocentron spiniferum  Hanging Gardens, Kimbe Bay 
 

Istiophoridae – Marlins 
Marlin sp   Makaira sp   one jumping offshore of Loloata 

Sailfish    Istiophorus platypterus  superb views of one down to just a few  

metres just offshore of Walindi, Kimbe Bay 
 

Labridae – Tuskfishes and Wrasse 
Diamond Wrasse  Anampses caeruleopunctatus Hanging Gardens, Kimbe Bay 

Saddleback Hogfish  Bodianus bilunulatus  at most snorkeling sites 
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Split-level Hogfish  Bodianus mesothorax  at most snorkeling sites 

Scarlet-breasted Maori Wrasse Cheilinus fasciatus  widespread 

Anchor Tuskfish  Choerodon anchorago  low numbers in most areas 

Yellowtail Coris  Coris gaimard   Hanging Gardens, Kimbe Bay and Lion's  

Head Island, Loloata 

Bird Wrasse   Gomphosus varius  Hanging Gardens, Kimbe Bay  and quite  

frequent on Lion's Head Island, Loloata 

Checkerboard Wrasse  Halichoeres hortulatus  at most snorkeling sites 

Three-spot Wrasse  Halichoeres trimaculatus  Kimbe Bay 

Barred Thicklip   Hemigymnus fasciatus  Lion's Head Island, Loloata 

Blue-streak Cleaner Wrasse Labroides dimidiatus  widespread 

Blue Ribbon Wrasse  Stethojulis trilineata  Hanging Gardens, Kimbe Bay 

Bluehead Wrasse  Thalassoma amblycephalum aka Bluntheaded Wrasse. Kimbe Bay –  

mostly juveniles which are black and white 

striped, adults with purple body, the blue 

head separated by a wide yellow band 

Sixbar Wrasse   Thalassoma hardwicke  aka Lunate-tailed or Thicklip Wrasse  

Restorf, Kimbe Bay 

Jansen’s Wrasse  Thalassoma jansenii  Lion's Head Island, Loloata 

Moon Wrasse   Thalassoma lunare  Restorf, Kimbe Bay 
 

Lutjanidae – Snappers 
Paddletail   Lutjanus gibbous   Kimbe Bay 

Black-banded Snapper  Lutjanus semicinctus  Restorf, Kimbe Bay 
 

Monocanthidae – Leatherjackets 
Scribbled Leatherjacket  Aluterus scriptus  one of this large fish seen off Lion's  

Head Island, Loloata 

Mimic Filefish   Paraluteres prionurus  Loloata (Gill) 
 

Mullidae – Goatfish 
Bicolor Goatfish  Parupeneus barberinoides  Lion's Head Island, Loloata 

Dash-dot Goatfish  Parupeneus barberinus  widespread 

Two-barred Goatfish  Parupeneus bifasciatus  Lion's Head Island, Loloata 

Banded Goatfish  Parupeneus multifasciatus Lion's Head Island, Loloata 
 

Nemipteridae – Whiptails/Monocle Breams 
Striped Whiptail  Pentapodus vitta   Loloata 

Bridled Monocle-Bream  Scolopsis bilineata  at most snorkeling sites  

Pearly Monocle Bream  Scolopsis margaritifera  Hanging Gardens, Kimbe Bay 

Rainbow Monocle Bream Scolopsis monogramma  Lion's Head Island, Loloata 

Lined Monocle-Bream  Scolopsis lineata   Restorf, Kimbe Bay  
 

Platyephalidae – Flatheads 
Crocodilefish   Cymbacephalus beauforti  Superb! Aka Giant Flathead. One laying in  

just a metre and a half of water on top of a 

large coral head Lion's Head Island, Loloata 
 

Pomacanthidae – Angelfish 
Pearl-scaled Angelfish  Centropyge vroliki  Lion's Head Island, Loloata 

Blue & Gold Angelfish  Centropyge bicolor  stunning. Brilliant blue and yellow.  

Lion's Head Island, Loloata 

Regal Angelfish   Pygoplites diacanthus  widespread and common 

Emperor Angelfish  Pomacanthus imperator  Joy’s Reef, Kimbe Bay 
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Ear-spot Angelfish  Pomacanthus chrysurus  Lion's Head Island, Loloata 
 

Pomacentridae – Damsels & Sergeants 
Blacktail Sergeant  Abudefduf lorenzi  Restorf, Kimbe Bay 

Indo-Pacific Sergeant  Abudefduf vaigiensis   at all snorkeling sites 

Spiny-tailed Puller  Acanthochromis polyacantha Hanging Gardens, Kimbe Bay 

Golden Damsel   Amblyglyphidodon aureus Restorf and Joy’s Reef, Kimbe Bay 

Staghorn Damsel  Amblyglyphidodon curacao widespread 

Orange-finned Anemonefish Amphiprion chrysopterus  Restorf, Kimbe Bay 

Clark's Anemonefish  Amphiprion clarkii  at most snorkeling sites 

Eastern Clown Anemonefish Amphiprion percula  Hanging Gardens, Kimbe Bay 

Blue-green Chromis  Chromis viridis   at all snorkeling sites 

Pale-tail Chromis  Chromis xanthura  at most snorkeling sites 

Sapphire Damsel  Chrysiptera cynea  probably several of these brilliant little  

Chrysiptera species seen at various 

snorkeling sites 

Surge Demoiselle  Chrysiptera leucopoma  Loloata 

Yellowtail Damsel  Chrysiptera parasema  at most snorkeling sites 

Humbug Dascyllus  Dascyllus aruanus  Loloata 

Reticulated Dascyllus   Dascyllus reticulatus  Loloata 

Three-spot Dascyllus  Dascyllus trimaculatus  Joy’s Reef, Kimbe Bay 

Honey-breasted Damsel Dischistodus prosopotaenia Restorf, Kimbe Bay 

Black Damsel   Neoglyphidodon melas  common Lion's Head Island, Loloata, where  

the stunningly bright juveniles are a feature 

of the very shallow waters – white with a 

golden back and brilliant blue fins, these 

azure and royal blue! The adults are all dark 

Dick’s Damsel   Plectroglyphidodon dickii  at most snorkeling sites 

Jewel Damsel   Plectroglyphidodon lacrymatus Lion's Head Island, Loloata 

Neon Damsel   Pomacentrus coelestis  at most snorkeling sites 

Yellow-belly Damsel  Pomacentrus auriventris  Lion's Head Island, Loloata 

Philippine Demoiselle  Pomacentrus philippinus  Restorf, Kimbe Bay 

Spine-cheeked Anemonefish Premnas biaculeatus  at most snorkeling sites 

Dusky Gregory  Stegastes nigricans  Kimbe Bay 
 

Scaridae – Parrotfish 
Bleeker's Parrotfish  Chlorurus bleekeri  common. At all snorkeling sites  

Steephead Parrotfish  Chlorurus microrhinus  Loloata 

Daisy Parrotfish  Chlorurus sordidus  Hanging Gardens, Kimbe Bay 

Chameleon Parrotfish  Scarus chameleon  Hanging Gardens, Kimbe Bay 

King Parrotfish   Scarus flavipectoralis  at most snorkeling sites 

Swarthy Parrotfish  Scarus niger   Lion's Head Island, Loloata 

Ember Parrotfish  Scarus rubroviolaceous  Hanging Gardens, Kimbe Bay 

Schlegel's Parrotfish  Scarus schlegeli   various snorkeling sites in Kimbe Bay 
 

Scorpaenidae – Lionfish 
Common Lionfish  Pterois volitans   quite common at Loloata both around the  

main island where I saw five hanging 

around one coral head and around Lion's 

Head Island too 
 

Serranidae – Rockcods 
Peacock Rock Cod   Cephalopholis argus  Lion's Head Island, Loloata 

Black-tipped Grouper  Epinephelus fasciatus  Loloata (Gill) 
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Long-fin Rock Cod  Epinephelus quoyanus  Hanging Gardens, Kimbe Bay 

Honeycomb Rock Cod  Epinephelus metta  aka Dwarf-spotted Grouper. Restorf, Kimbe  

Bay & Lion's Head Island, Loloata 

Thin-spine Grouper  Gracila labomarginata  Loloata (Gill) 

Bicolor Anthias   Pseudanthias bicolor  aka Yellowback Basslet & Lion's Head  

Island, Loloata. Restorf, Kimbe Bay 

Purple Anthias   Pseudanthias tuka  wow! Also known as Yellow-stripe Fairy  

Basslet. Restorf, Kimbe Bay 
 

Siganidae – Rabbitfsih 
Masked Rabbitfish  Siganus puellus   Lion's Head Island, Loloata 

Foxface Rabbitfish  Siganus vulpinus  at most snorkeling sites 
 

Sygnathidae – Pipefish 
Banded Pipefish  Corythoichthys intestinalis several Lion's Head Island, Loloata 
 

Syndontidae – Lizardfish 
Reef Lizardfish   Synodus variegatus  Lion's Head Island, Loloata 
 

Tetraodontidae – Pufferfish 
Black-spotted Puffer  Arothron nigropunctatus  at most snorkeling sites 

Fingerprint Toby  Canthigastor compressa  Lion's Head Island, Loloata 

Black-saddled Toby  Canthigaster valentini  Loloata 

Solar Boxfish   Ostracion solorensis  Little stunner! Lion's Head Island, Loloata 

Longnose Filefish  Oxymonacanthus longirostris Lion's Head Island, Loloata 
 

Tripterygiidae 
Neon Threefin   Helcogramma striata  a little goby. Restorf, Kimbe Bay 
 

Zanclidae – Moorish Idol 
Moorish Idol   Zanclus cornutus  at all snorkeling sites 
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Assorted Other Marine Life 
Graeff's Sea Cucumber  Bohadschia graeffei  Loloata 

Giant Sea Cucumber  Thelonota anax   very large – 30cm plus. Kimbe Bay 

Variegated Sea Cucumber Stichopus variegatus  Lion's Head Island, Loloata 

Spotted Sea Cucumber  Synapta maculata  very long and thin, more than a metre.  

Lion's Head Island, Loloata 

Abominate Sea Anemone Actinodendron arboretum  Loloata 

Nodose Sea Star  Protooreaster nodosus  Loloata 

Blue Sea Star   Linckia laevigata   Kimbe Bay 

Choriaster granulatus  a chubby starfish! Lion's Head Island,  

Loloata 

Cushion Star   Culcita novaguinea  Kimbe Bay 

Crown of Thorns  Acanthaster planci  a few at Restorf Island, Kimbe Bay 

Pretty Feather Star  Cenometra bella   at most snorkeling sites 

 

Common Reef Octopus  Octopus cyanea   a fabulous large individual insinuating its  

way into a coral head in shallow water on 

Restorf Island’s reef, Kimbe Bay. When it 

appeared it was mostly a rich deep red. 

Bigfin Reef Squid  Sepioteuthis lessoniana  at most snorkeling sites where all  

encounters were quite marvelous, probably 

the best was the group of young ones 

marshaled by a larger individual that held 

station by the boat’s rope off Hanging 

Gardens Reef, Kimbe Bay.Tommy and I 

were rejected as members of the teams, but 

we tried! 

 

Noble Feather Star  Comanthina nobilis  green. Kimbe Bay and Lion's Head Island,  

Loloata 

Beautiful Feather Star  Himerometra robustipinna Kimbe Bay 

Banded Urchin   Echinothrix calamaris  at most snorkeling sites 

Nudibranch spp1      a delicate pink species at Restorf, Kimbe Bay 

Nudibranch spp1      a pretty purple species at Lion's Head  

Island, Loloata 

Christmas Tree Worm  Spirobranchus giganteus  some great colonies at all sites we  

visited in Kimbe Bay – all colours! Less 

common Lion's Head Island, Loloata 

Smashing Mantis Shrimp Odontodactylus scyllarus  seen from the boat off Restorf Island, Kimbe  

Bay 

 

We saw very many coral species, here’s one or two we identified! 

Violet Hydrocoral  Distichopora violacea   

Table Coral   Acropora cytherea 

Bowl Coral   Halanitra nitreus 
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Systematic List Number 2 Butterflies 
 

The nomenclature and taxonomy is taken from Michael Parsons’ ‘The Butterflies of Papua New 

Guinea’ (1999 Academic Press). Many of the identifications below come from Tommy Chiu and all 

his are supported by photographs and are annotated (photo TC). 
 

Hesperidae 
Tagiades japetus   a female photographed at Karawari and another seen there too 

Hasora burama   Karawari 

Toxida inornata   Tari. (photo TC) 

Sabera dobboe dobboe  Airport Hotel. (photo TC) 

Notocrypta waigensis  multi fore-wing spots. Karawari. (photo TC) 

Notocrypta maria  2 forewing marginal spots, narrower white band. Polga Village. (photo TC) 

Mimene lysima   Karawari. (photo TC) 

Telicota elsa   Garu River WMA, West New Britain. (photo TC) 

Telicota paceka   ?probably this species at Karawari. (photo TC) 

Arrhenes marnas   both white form and dark Form. Mount hagen. (photo TC) 

Suniana sunias   West New Britain 

Ocybadistes flavovittatus  maybe this species. By the geyser near the Garu River WMA, West New  

Britain. (photo TC) 

Ocybadistes walkeri  Varirata 

Pelopidas mathias  maybe this species. Hoskins Airport. (photo TC) 

 

Papilionidae 
Atrophaneura polydurus  Walindi, Loloata and one at Varirata 

Troides oblongomaculatus  Kulu River, West New Britain 

Ornithoptera priamus  a number seen on West New Britain, mostly in flight, but one posed well for  

the lucky few at Hoskins Airport. Noted at Varirata, and a number seen at 

Karawari, mostly high in the trees, but one superb blue and green winged 

male watched floating around a clearing close to the lodge 

Ornithoptera chimaera  a female at Ambua Lodge 

Graphium agamemnon  1 West New Britain and another seen Karawari 

Graphium brownii  noted at Garu WMA, West New Britain – endemic to the Bismarcks 

Graphium codrus  one sighting at Karawari 

Graphium eurypylus  high in the trees at the Airport Hotel, Port Morseby 

Graphium macfarlanei  1 at Garu WMA, West New Britain 

Graphium sarpedon  The Bluebottle. A few at Karawari 

Graphium wallacei  seen on two days at Karawari Lodge (photo TC) 

Graphium weiskei  seen daily on the road to the Tari Gap and around Ambua lodge –a simply  

sensational butterfly 

Papilio aegeus ormenus  widespread and often common. We saw a number of forms. Pandion and  

ormenus, the latter being around 70% white, were both recorded at Karawari 

whilst polydorina, a very dark form, was seen at Varirata 

Papilio ambrax   Karawari – seen on three days 

Papilio demoleus   Walindi, West New Britain – seen on three days there 

Papilio euchenor   Karawari  where one or two of this spectacular large yellow and black  

swallowtail were seen each day 

Papilio phestus   noted on two days at Walindi – a New Britain endemic 

Papilio laglaizei   1 at Rondon Ridge. (photo TC). Others may have been seen but were  

generally high up so difficult to be sure whether all or some were this 

species or the day-flying uraniid moth Alcidis agathrysus of which this 

swallowtail is a remarkable mimic 
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Papilio ulysses   seen several times at Walindi and at Garu WMA on New Britain. Also  

Karawari 

 

Pieridae 
Catopsilia pomona  Lemon Emigrant. Widespread 

Eurema alitha   Karawari 

Eurema candida    subspecies xanthomelaena. Varirata. Euremas were seen throughout, rarely  

settling though! Almost certainly other species seen 

Apias celestina   subspecies delicata is a Bismark Archipelago endemic. Seen in Garu WMA,  

West New Britain. Subspecies galerus was seen at Karawari 

Cepora abnormis   delias-like species seen at the viewpoint at Varirata 

Delias callima   Tari Gap 

Delias carstenziana  at the bird of paradise site above Rondon Ridge 

Delias iltis   along the road from Ambua and the Tari Gap and also along the circuit trail  

at Ambua 

Delias leucias   striking red, orange, white and black species frequent along the road from  

Ambua and the Tari Gap and also along the circuit trail at Ambua. Some 

noted at the latter site appear closer to Delias weiskii but the species are very 

similar… 

Delias luctuosa   noted at over 3000m on the Tari Gap 

Delias mira   both subspecies mira and subspecies roepkei were along the road from  

Ambua and the Tari Gap 

Delias nais   an orange/red dark-striped Delias. Sitting on a mossy boulder in the stream  

below the staff quarters at Rondon Ridge and also noted along the rivers at 

Ambua 

 

Riondinidae 
Praetaxila alhiplaga  a Tellervo mimic (or the other way round?). Varirata 

Praetaxila huntei   in the valleys close to Tari 

Praetaxila segecia  a Cethosia (Lacewing) mimic – amazing! Varirata 

 

Lycaenidae 
Hypochrysops geminatus  a truly stunning butterfly. One at Karawari during the Sago Making! 

Arhopala thamyras  Karawari 

Hypolycaena danis  danis mimic. This one is tailed! Frequent at Karawari 

Hypolycaena periphorbas  Bismark endemic photographed at Walindi 

Candalides helenitta  stunning turquoise uppers. Varirata 

Nacaduba berenice  Karawari. (photo TC) 

Nacaduba cyanea   danis mimic.  Reasonably frequent at Karawari 

Nacuduba kuraivii  Varirata 

Nacuduba ruficica  Airways Hotel, Port Moresby (photo TC)  

Danis danis   Karawari and Varirata, frequent at both. Inhabits the undergrowth.  

Striking butterfly. We may also have seen Danis regalis at Kariwari, very  

difficult to separate from Danis danis. 

Psychonotis brownii  Walindi 

Psychonotis caelius  Varirata 

Prosotas nora   Karawari (photo TC) 

Prosotas dubiosa   Garu WMA, West New Britain (photo TC) 

Catopyrops kokopona  Kulu River, West New Britain (photo TC) 

Jamides celeno   Karawari (photo TC) 

Lampides boeticus  Long-tailed Blue. Airways Hotel, Port Moresby (photo TC)   

Zizula hylax   Airways Hotel, Port Moresby (photo TC) 

Pithecops dionisius  in the valleys close to Tari 
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Udara drucei   Tari Gap 

Udara kodama   above Ambua Lodge (photo TC) 

Udara sibatanii   Tari Gap 

 

Nymphalidae 
Tellervo nedusia   Tellervo hang upside down when they land like a moth. Karawari 

Tellervo zoilus   Varirata 

Parantica schenkii  yellow species. Varirata 

Tirumala hamate   Karawari 

Danaus plexippus  Monarch. Ambua 

Euploea algea   Karawari & Varirata (photos TC) 

Euploea batesii   Karawari 

Euploea core   Kulu River, West New Britain (photo TC) 

Euploea leucostictos  Karawari, distinctive big white blaze at the bottom of the hindwing. Also  

form swierstrae there (photo TC) 

Euploea nemertes  subspecies perdita. Kulu River, West New Britain (photo TC) 

Euploea netscheri  Karawari 

Euploea phaenareta  Throughout and in many forms, a striking one with blue and yellow tones,  

and another almost pure white (form brownii)! 

Euploea stephensii  Garu WMA, West New Britain 

Euploea wallacei   Karawari (photos TC) 

Morphopsis biakianum  Karawari 

Taenaris artemis   very variable species noted at Karawari on several occasions 

Taenaris bioculatus  Varirata 

Taeneris catops   Karawari where quite frequent, also Varirata 

Taeneris cyclops    Karawari (photos TC) 

Taenaris dimona   Karawari (photos TC) 

Taenaris gorgo   several seen at Varirata 

Taenaris myops   Varirata & Kariwari (photos TC from latter) 

Taeneris onolaus   Varirata 

Taenaris phorcas   Garu WMA, West New Britain 

Taeneris schoenbergi  beautifully shaped 'owl' with strongly falcate upperwings. Varirata 

Mycalesis shiva   Karawari (photos TC) 

Mycalesis durga   Karawari 

Mycalesis mehadeva  Karawari 

Mycalesis mucia   white inner halves to the underwsides of both wings. Karawari (photos TC) 

Mycalesis phidon   Karawari 

Mycalesis elia   Karawari & Varirata 

Mycalesis discobolus  common generally in the highlands 

Mycalesis netscheri  Karawari 

Mycalesis perseus  West New Britain 

Lamprolenis nitida  Varirata (photos TC) 

Orsotriaena medus  one seen at Ambua. Also Karawari and Varirata both photos TC 

Hypocysta asoa   Varirata (photos TC) 

Hypocysta isis   Karawari where frequent under deep forest (photos TC) 

Harsiesis yolanthe  in the valleys below Ambua. Apparently only the 2nd record from PNG! No  

photo unfortunately! 

Altiapa decolor   Tari Gap at over 3000m. One photographed on bracken. 

Platypthima hemichroa  bird of paradise area above Rondon Ridge 

Ypthima arctoa   Loloata and Varirata 

Melanitis leda   Karawari 

Elymnias agondas  subspecies melanippe. This species mimics crows and owls! Airways Hotel,  

Port Morseby 
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Elymnias cybele   Karawari 

Apaturina erminea  Karawari 

Cyrestis acilia   West New Britain where common, also noted Karawari and Varirata 

Parthenos aspila    Karawari where abundant 

Parthenos sylvia   subspecies guineensis. The Clipper. Garu WMA, West New Britain 

Pantoporia venilia  Karawari and Varirata (photos TC) 

Neptis brebissonii  Varirata 

Mynes geoffroyi f doryca  Waigi Valley – superb Butterfly 

Symbrenthia hippoclus  Varirata 

Hypolimnas bolina  Karawari 

Hypolimnas alimena  subspecies libisonia. Frequent at Karawari 

Hypolimnas deois  subspecies divina. Karawari 

Hypolimnas misippus  Garu WMA, West New Britain 

Yoma algina   reasonably frequent at Karawari. Also at Varirata 

Yoma sabina   Airways Hotel, Port Moresby 

Junonia erigone   Varirata (photos TC) 

Junonia iphita   ?probably this species at Varirata 

Junonia hedonia   Karawari where quite common 

Junonia villida   West New Britain and Karawari 

Cethosia cydippe   subspecies damasippe. Karawari where quite common 

Vindula arsinoe   a Cruiser. West New Britain and Karawari 

Terinos tethys   Karawari where common in thick forest 

Algiachroa woodfordi  Varirata (photos TC) 

Vagrans egista   subspecies propinqua. Walindi and Karawari (photos TC from latter) 

Phalanta alcippe   subspecies cervina. Small Leopard. Karawari (photos TC) 

Cupha prosope   subspecies turneri. scattered throughout the tour, commonest in the  

lowlands 

Argyeus hyperbius  Indian Fritillary. 1 at Rondon Ridge 
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Systematic List Number 3 Mammals 
 

The nomenclature and taxonomy is taken from Tim Flannery’s ‘Mammals of New Guinea’ (1995 

Reed Books). 
 

Speckled Dasyure  Neophascogale lorentzii  one watched for a couple of minutes at close  

range in daylight in the moss forest on the 

Tari Gap 

Grey Dorcopsis   Dorcopsis luctuosa  the introduced population on Loloata  

are plentiful and easy to see 

Agile Wallaby   Macropus agilis   an introduced one on Loloata 

Silky Cuscus   Phalanger sericeus  one seen well on a nightwalk above Rondon  

Ridge (IG only!) 

Long-fingered Triok  Dactylopsila palpator  extraordinary close views on a night walk  

around the circuit trail at Ambua (IG only) 

Striped Possum   Dactylopsila trivirgata  one seeing off the triok on a night walk  

around the circuit trail at Ambua (IG only) 

Coppery Ringtail  Pseudochirops cupreus  one seen superbly well and photographed at  

length on a night walk around the circuit 

trail at Ambua (IG only) 

Gray-bellied Tree-Mouse Pogonomys sylvestris  singles twice on night walks around the  

circuit trail at Ambua (IG only) 

Greater Flying-fox  Pteropus neohibernicus  common at Walindi and generally on West  

New Britain, also frequent at Karawari, 

especially around the lodge at night. Huge! 

Variable Flying Fox  Pteropus hypomelanus  a few around the lodge at Walindi 

Moss-Forest Blossom-Bat Synconycteris hobbit  1 ‘in my face’ on a night walk around the  

circuit trail at Ambua (IG only) 

Spinner Dolphin  Stenella longirostris  a few mostly distant groups in Kimbe Bay 

Indo-Pacific Bottle-nosed Dolphin  Tursiops aduncus  frequent in the waters of Kimbe Bay where  

some came to bow ride 



Greentours Natural History Holidays  www.greentours.co.uk  47 

 

Systematic List Number 4 Birds 
 

The nomenclature and taxonomy is taken from the ‘Birds of New Guinea’ (1986 Princeton 

University Press) in places updated with Phil Gregory’s ‘Birds of New Guinea and Associated 

Islands – A Checklist (2008). The number of days a species was seen is indicated as 5/21 – so five 

days out of the 21 in the field. 
 

 

 

Melanesian Scrubfowl  Megapodius eremita  several seen Garu WMA, West New Britain 

New Guinea Scrubfowl  Megapodius affinis  two singles seen Karawari 

Brown Quail   Coturnix ypsilophora  4+ on the Tari Gap 

Plumed Whistling Duck Dendrocygna eytoni  1 was a surprise at the PA University  

Campus 

Spotted Whistling Duck Dendrocygna guttata  1 PA University Campus 

Wandering Whistling Duck Dendrocygna arcuata  20+ PA University Campus 

Radjah Shelduck  Tadorna radjah   PA University Campus and area. 2/21 

Salvadori’s Teal   Salvadorina waigiuensis  2 on the Tari Gap (IG only) 

Pacific Black Duck   Anas superciliosa  scattered throughout. 6/21 

Australian Grebe  Tachybaptus novaehollandiae PA University Campus 

Australian White Ibis  Threskiornis molucca  PA University Campus 

Glossy Ibis   Plegadis falcinellus  2 PA University Campus 

Great-billed Heron    Ardea sumatrana   daily at Karawari. 5/21 

Pied Heron    Ardea picata   scattered at Karawari, also at PA University  

Campus. 4/21 

Intermediate Egret    Ardea intermedia   Karawari, scattered elsewhere. 8/21 

Great Egret    Egretta alba   Karawari, scattered elsewhere. 9/21 

White-faced Egret  Egretta novaehollandiae  1 Waigi Valley (Alan) 

Little Egret    Egretta garzetta   Karawari. 3/21 

Pacific Reef-Egret   Egretta sacra   Walindi and Loloata. 4/21 

Eastern Cattle Egret   Bubulcus coromandelicus  scattered. 5/21 

Striated Heron   Butorides striatus  1 at the Loloata ferry terminal 

Nankeen Night-Heron    Nycticorax caledonicus  1 Garu WMA, West New Britain, a few at  

Karawari. 3/21 

Black Bittern    Ixobrychus flavicollis  4+ Garu WMA, West New Britain, scattered  

elsewhere. 5/21 

Lesser Frigatebird   Fregata ariel   2 over Walindi. Frequent around Loloata  

where 60+ daily. 5/21 

Great Frigatebird  Fregata minor   a single at Walindi, 5 from Hoskins Airport.  

2/21 

Little Black Cormorant   Phalacrocorax sulcirostris  local at Karawari, also PA University  

Campus. 4/21 

Little Pied Cormorant   Phalacrocorax melanoleucos 1 at Walindi, quite common at Karawari,  

also at PA University Campus. 8/21 

Australian Darter   Anhinga novaehollandiae  4+ Karawari 

Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus   1 at Karawari Lodge 

Osprey     Pandion haliaetus  Walindi and Loloata. 5/21 

Pacific Baza    Aviceda subcristata  2 Garu WMA, West New Britain and 1 at  

Varirata. 2/21 

New Britain Buzzard   Henicopernis infuscatus  2 Garu WMA, West New Britain 

Black Kite    Milvus migrans   scattered throughout. 8/21 

Whistling Kite    Haliastur sphenurus  common at Karawari. 6/21 

Brahminy Kite   Haliastur indus   widespread. 20/21 
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White-bellied Fish-Eagle  Haliaeetus leucogaster  1 Walindi and also not uncommon at  

Karawari. 5/21 

Papuan Marsh Harrier   Circus spilothorax  3 Wahgi Valley  

Brown Goshawk   Accipiter fasciatus  singles in the Wahgi Valley and Rondon  

Ridge. 2/21 

Variable Goshawk   Accipiter hiogaster  scattered records. 6/21 

Grey-headed Goshawk  Accipiter poliocephalus  an adult at Karawari Lodge (IG only) 

New Britain Grey-headed Goshawk  Accipiter princeps  2 at the Kulu River, West New Britain 

New Britain Sparrowhawk Accipiter brachyurus  1 Garu WMA, West New Britain (Sue) and 1  

near Walindi (Sue, Alan, Judith) 

New Guinea Eagle  Harpyopsis novaeguineae  1 at Karawari 

Gurney’s Eagle   Aquila gurneyi   1 at Karawari 

Buff-banded Rail  Gallirallus philippensis  1 near Walindi and one at Rondon Ridge  

Lodge. 2/21 

Lewin’s Rail   Lewinia pectoralis  2 on the Tari Gap (IG only) 

Plain Bush-Hen   Amaurornis olivacea  feathers Garu WMA, West New Britain! 

Black-backed Swamphen   Porphyrio (porphyria) melanotus Port Moresby Airport and PA University  

Campus. 4/21 

Dusky Moorhen  Gallinula tenebrosa  PA University Campus 

Comb-crested Jacana  Irediparra gallinacea  4 PA University Campus 

Beach Thick-knee  Esacus neglectus   1 Kimbe Bay, Walindi 

Masked Lapwing   Vanellus miles   scattered. 7/21 

Pacific Golden Plover  Pluvialis fulva   airports mainly! 4/21 

Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius  2 near Walindi, 1 Port Moresby area. 2/21 

Lesser Sand-Plover  Charadrius mongolus  10 near Walindi, noted both visits to Lion  

Head Island and also Port Morseby area. 

3/21 

Greater Sand-Plover  Charadrius leschenaultii  scattered. 4/21 

Whimbrel     Numenius phaeopus  scattered. 4/21 

Far Eastern Curlew  Numenius madagascariensis 1 Port Moresby Airport 

Common Sandpiper   Tringa hypoleucos  scattered throughout. 11/21 

Wandering Tattler  Tringa incana   1 Walindi 

Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres  Walindi. 2/21 

Swinhoe’s Snipe  Gallinago megala   near Walindi 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper  Calidris acuminata  c.10 Walindi & Kimbe Bay 

Gull-billed Tern  Gelochelidon nilotica  1 Loloata 

Whiskered Tern   Chlidonias hybrida  scattered at Karawari. 2/21 

Little Tern   Sternula albifrons  Walindi and Loloata. 5/21 

Common Tern    Sterna hirundo   Walindi and Loloata. 3/21 

Roseate Tern   Sterna dougallii   1 Kimbe Bay 

Black-naped Tern   Sterna sumatrana  frequent in Kimbe Bay. 2/21 

Crested Tern     Sterna bergii   common on most coasts. 7/21 

Brown Noddy   Anous stolidus   c.10 Kimbe Bay 

Black Noddy   Anous minutus   2 Kimbe Bay, plus some unidentified  

noddies there 

Feral Pigeon   Columba livia   towns. 3/21 

Slender-billed Cuckoo-Dove  Macropygia amboinensis  scattered throughout, mostly lowlands. 4/21 

Black-billed Cuckoo-Dove  Macropygia nigrirostris  scattered. 3/21 

Mackinlay’s Cuckoo-Dove Macropygia mackinlayi  1 in Kimbe Bay, West New Britain 

Great Cuckoo-Dove   Reinwardtoena reinwardtii 1 Ambua 

Pied Cuckoo-Dove  Reinwardtoena browni  1 in the Garu WMA, West New Britain 

Stephan's Dove   Chalcophaps stephani  several Kimbe Bay and Karawari. 5/21 

Peaceful Dove   Geopelia placida   Port Moresby area. 2/21 
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Bar-shouldered Dove  Geopelia humeralis  PA University Campus 

Nicobar Pigeon   Caloenas nicobarica  c.8 on islands in Kimbe Bay 

Bronze Ground Dove  Gallicolumba beccarii  feathers found half way up the Tari Gap 

Wompoo Fruit-Dove    Ptilinopus magnificus  singles Karawari. 4/21 

Pink-spotted Fruit-Dove Ptilinopus perlatus  2 Varirata 

Orange-fronted Fruit-Dove Ptilinopus aurantiifrons  1 (as last year!) rather out of range at  

Karawari and common on Loloata/ PA 

University Campus. 3/21 

Superb Fruit-Dove  Ptilinopus superbus  a pair in the Garu WMA, West New Britain,  

2 at Karawari Lodge and a male at Varirata – 

superb showing! 3/21 

Coroneted Fruit-Dove   Ptilinopus coronulatus  several at Karawari. 3/21 

Beautiful Fruit-Dove  Ptilinopus pulchellus  Varirata (IG only) 

White-bibbed Fruit-Dove Ptilinopus rivoli   2 at Rondon Ridge, several at Ambua. 3/21 

Orange-bellied Fruit-Dove   Ptilinopus iozonu  common at Karawari. 5/21 

Knob-billed Fruit-Dove  Ptilinopus insolitus  2 West New Britain 

Red-knobbed Imperial-Pigeon Ducula rubricera   several above Walindi and the Garu WMA,  

West New Britain. 3/21 

Island Imperial-Pigeon  Ducula pristrinaria  common Kimbe Bay, West New Britain. 2/21 

Purple-tailed Imperial-Pigeon Ducula rufigaster  3 Varirata 

Finsch’s Imperial-Pigeon Ducula finschii   1 the Garu WMA, West New Britain 

Pinon Imperial-Pigeon    Ducula pinon   common at Karawari. 5/21 

Collared Imperial-Pigeon  Ducula mullerii   uncommon at Karawari. 3/21 

Zoe Imperial-Pigeon   Ducula zoeae   common at Karawari, also 1 Varirata. 6/21 

Torresian Imperial-Pigeon  Ducula spilorrhoa  Loloata where frequent. Also PA University  

Campus. 3/21 

Yellow-tinted Imperial-Pigeon Ducula subflavescens   frequent Kimbe Bay and Walindi, West New  

Britain. 3/21 

Papuan Mountain-Pigeon  Gymnophaps albertisii  Rondon Ridge and Tari Gap. 5/21 

Victoria Crowned-Pigeon  Goura victoria   2 (IG only) at Karawari Lodge –  

spectacular! Also a tame population on 

Loloata 

Dusky Lory    Pseudeos fuscata   abundant at Karawari. 6/21 

Rainbow Lorikeet    Trichoglossus haematodus  scattered throughout. 6/21 

Purple-bellied Lory  Lorius hypoinochrous  scattered on West New Britain. 2/21 

Western Black-capped Lory   Lorius lory   abundant at Karawari. 5/21 

Red-flanked Lorikeet    Charmosyna placentas  2 on West New Britain and 2 at Karawari  

Lodge. 2/21 

Papuan Lorikeet   Charmosyna papou  noted at Rondon Ridge and frequent in the  

Ambua area, especially on the Tari Gap. 6/21 

Plum-faced Lorikeet  Oreopsittacus arfaki  above Rondon Ridge, and on the Tari Gap.  

2/21 

Yellow-billed Lorikeet  Neopsittacus musschenbroekii quite common around Ambua. 4/21 

Orange-billed Lorikeet  Neopsittacus pullicauda  Rondon Ridge and quite common around  

Ambua. 5/21 

Palm Cockatoo    Probosciger aterrimus  several daily of these huge parrots seen  

at Karawari. 4/21 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo  Cacatua galerita   frequent at Karawari. 6/21 

Blue-eyed Cockatoo  Cacatua ophthalmica  frequent near Walindi. 3/21 

Little Cockatoo   Cacatua sanguinea  heard only Varirata 

Buff-faced Pygmy-Parrot   Micropsitta pusio  frequent at Karawari, particularly at the  

Lodge. 4/21 

Double-eyed Fig-Parrot   Cyclopsitta diophthalma  scattered at Karawari. 2/21 



Greentours Natural History Holidays  www.greentours.co.uk  50 

 

Edwards's Fig-Parrot  Psittaculirostris edwardsii common at Karawari. 6/21 

Brehm’s Tiger-Parrot   Psittacella brehmii  3 on the Tari Gap. 2/21 

Madarasz’s Tiger-Parrot Psittacella madaraszi  1 Rondon Ridge 

Red-cheeked Parrot    Geoffroyus geoffroyi  abundant at Karawari and noted at Varirata.  

6/21 

Song Parrot   Geoffroyus heteroclitus  4+ above Walindi, West New Britain 

Eclectus Parrot    Eclectus roratus   frequent on West New Britain and  

abundant at Karawari. 10/21 

Papuan King-Parrot    Alisterus chloropterus  several in the Ambua area. 3/21 

Channel-billed Cuckoo   Scythrops novaehollandia  3 at Karawari. 2/21 

Brush Cuckoo     Cacomantis variolosus  2 in the Ambua area 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo  Cacomantis flabelliformis  singles in the Ambua area. 3/21 

Rufous-throated Bronze-Cuckoo Chrysococcyx ruficollis  Karawari. 2/21 

Oriental Cuckoo   Cuculus saturatus  Karawari. 2/21 

Asian Koel   Eudynamys scolopacea  1 at Karawari 

Violaceous Coucal  Centropus violaceus  1 seen above Walindi, West New Britain 

White-necked (Pied) Coucal Centropus ateralbus  reasonably frequent on West New Britain.  

3/21 

Greater Black Coucal   Centropus menbeki  4+ at Karawari (IG only) 

Pheasant Coucal  Centropus phasianinus  several Varirata area and PA University  

Campus area. 2/21 

Lesser Black Coucal  Centropus bernsteinii  1 Karawari 

Eastern Grass Owl  Tyto longimembris  1 Tari Gap 

Papuan Boobook  Ninox theomacha   1 at Ambua. Heard more frequently 

Papuan Frogmouth   Podargus papuensis  1 at Karawari Lodge and seen most nights at  

Ambua Lodge. 4/21 

Marbled Frogmouth  Podargus ocellatus  1 at Karawari Lodge and 2 PA University  

Campus. 2/21 

Barred Owlet-Nightjar    Aegotheles bennettii  1 at Varirata – superb views. 

Mountain Owlet-Nightjar Aegotheles albertisi  1 on the circuit trail at Ambua at night (IG  

only) 

Large-tailed Nightjar  Caprimulgus macrurus  2 at Rondon Ridge lodge at night 

Glossy Swiftlet    Collocalia esculenta  widespread. 13/21 

Mountain Swiftlet   Aerodramus hirundinacea  Rondon Ridge and Ambua areas. 8/21 

White-rumped Swiftlet  Aerodramus spodiopygius  Walindi 

Uniform Swiftlet    Aerodramus vanikorensis  Karawari, Walindi & Varirata. 9/21 

Papuan Spine-tail Swift  Mearnsia novaeguineae  Karawari. 2/21 

Moustached Tree-Swift  Hemiprocne mystacea  several at Walindi. 2/21 

Common Paradise-Kingfisher Tanysiptera galatea  Tommy saw one briefly on the Arafundy  

River at Karawari 

Red-breasted Paradise-Kingfisher  Tanysiptera nympha  a fine pair seen at Varirata – a trip highlight! 

Brown-headed Paradise-Kingfisher  Tanysiptera danae  1 at Varirata – stunning! 

Hook-billed Kingfisher  Melidora macrorrhina  heard daily at Karawari – not seen 

Rufous-bellied Kookaburra  Dacelo gaudichaud  almost daily at Karawari, also noted at  

Varirata. 5/21 

Blue-winged Kookaburra  Dacelo leachi   1 between Loloata and the airport as we left! 

White-mantled Kingfisher Todiramphus albonotata  1 Garu WMA, West New Britain 

Collared Kingfisher    Todiramphus chloris  several Kimbe Bay and Walindi, West New  

Britain. 3/21 

Beach Kingfisher  Todiramphus saurophaga  2 Kimbe Bay, West New Britain 

Sacred Kingfisher   Todiramphus sanctus  scattered singles. 5/21 

Yellow-billed Kingfisher Syma torotoro   a fantastic 4 seen at Varirata 

Mountain Kingfisher  Syma megarhyncha  superb views of one above Ambua 
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Variable Dwarf Kingfisher Ceyx lepidus   scattered in West New Britain. 2/21 

Azure Kingfisher   Alcedo azurea   a total of 3 at Karawari. 3/21 

Bismarck Kingfisher  Alcedo websteri   singles of this rare endemic along the road  

between Walindi and Hoskins and 1 

actually beachfront of the bar at Walindi! 

Common Kingfisher  Alcedo atthis   frequent at Walindi. 3/21 

Rainbow Bee-eater  Merops ornatus   1 Garu WMA, West New Britain, scattered  

in the Port Moresby area. 3/21 

Dollarbird     Eurystomus orientalis  scattered, commonest at Karawari. 5/21 

Blyth’s Hornbill    Aceros plicatus   daily at Karawari and on West New Britain.  

9/21 

Macgregor's Bowerbird   Amblyornis macgregoriae  1 seen at Rondon Ridge – a bower seen there  

too 

Archbold’s Bowerbird  Amblyornis papuensis  singles twice on the Tari Gap 

Fawn-breasted Bowerbird Chlamydera cerviniventris 1 at Airways Hotel and several around the  

PA University campus. 2/21 

Yellow-breasted Bowerbird  Chlamydera lauterbachi  very common in and around Rondon and  

the Wahgi Valley, but only seen on the one 

day! 

White-shouldered Fairy-Wren  Malurus alboscapulatus  Rondon Ridge and Ambua. 6/21 

Ashy Myzomela  Myzomela cineracea  Hoskins Airport, West New Britain 

Mountain Red-headed Myzomela  Myzomela adolphinae  Rondon Ridge area. 2/21 

Red-collared Myzomela  Myzomela rosenbergii  highlands where frequent. 9/21 

Sclater’s Myzomela  Myzomela sclateri  10+ on the islands in Kimbe Bay, West New  

Britain 

Green-backed Honeyeater Glycichaera fallax  1 at Ambua (IG only) 

Silver-eared Honeyeater Lichmera alboauricularis  several in the savannah close to Port  

Moresby (Sue, Judith & Alan) 

Graceful Honeyeater  Meliphaga gracilis  1 in the savannah close to Port Moresby  

(Sue, Judith & Alan) 

Mimic Honeyeater   Meliphaga analoga  locally common at Karawari, also noted at  

Varirata. Many of these honeyeatears are 

difficult to identify and many sightings were 

left unconfirmed! 4/21 

Spot-breasted Honeyeater Meliphaga mimikae  one watched building a nest at Varirata 

Yellow-gaped Honeyeater  Meliphaga flavirictus  several at Karawari. 3/21 

Black-throated Honeyeater Lichenostomus subfrenatus Tari Gap 

Yellow-tinted Honeyeater Lichenostomus flavescens  in the savannah close to Port Moresby (Sue,  

Judith & Alan) 

Marbled Honeyeater  Pycnopygius cinereus  noted at Karawari and below Ambua. 2/21 

Plain Honeyeater    Pycnopygius ixoides  Karawari where quite common. 5/21 

Streak-headed Honeyeater  Pycnopygius stictocephalus a few at Karawari. 2/21 

New Guinea Friarbird  Philomon novaeguineae  widespread at mainly lower altitudes. 10/21 

Meyer's Friarbird   Philemon meyeri   local at Karawari Lodge. 3/21 

New Britain Friarbird  Philemon cockerelli  a few on West New Britain. 2/21 

Grey-streaked Honeyeater Ptiloprora perstriata  scattered at and above Ambua. 3/21 

Rufous-backed Honeyeater Ptiloprora guisei   Rondon Ridge & Ambua. 4/21 

Belford's Melidectes    Melidectes belfordi  common above Ambua and on the Tari Gap.  

5/21 

Ornate Melidectes    Melidectes torquatus  common in the Wahgi Valley 

Yellow-browed Melidectes   Melidectes rufocrissalis  common in the highlands. 9/21 

Rufous-banded Honeyeater  Conopophila albogularis  Airways Hotel, Port Moresby, also on  

Loloata. 3/21 
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Smoky Honeyeater   Melipotes fumigatus  common in the highlands. 8/21 

Mountain Mouse-Warbler   Crateroscelis robusta  singles  on the Tari Gap. 3/21 

Brown-breasted Gerygone Gerygone ruficollis  Wahgi Valley 

Fairy Gerygone   Gerygone palpebrosa  a male at Varirata 

Green-backed Gerygone Gerygone chloronotus  Karawari and Varirata. 2/21 

Large-billed Gerygone  Gerygone magnirostris  Karawari and Varirata. 2/21 

Yellow-bellied Gerygone Gerygone chrysogaster  Karawari. 2/21 

Buff-faced Scrubwren   Sericornis perspicillatus  Ambua & the Tari Gap. 4/21 

Large Scrubwren   Sericornis nouhuysi  Ambua & the Tari Gap. 5/21 

Pale-billed Scrub-Wren  Sericornis spilodera  1 at Varirata 

Papuan Scrubwren   Sericornis papuensis  common in the highlands. 5/21 

New Guinea Babbler  Pomatostomus isidorei  Karawari. 2/21 

Papuan Logrunner  Orthonyx novaeguineae  1 on the Tari Gap 

Crested Bird-of-paradise  Cnemophilus macgregorii  a superb male on one visit and a female on  

two visits to the Tari Gap. 2/21 

Loria's Bird-of-paradise  Cnemophilus loriae  a scattered of records at and above Ambua.  

        3/21 

Fan-tailed Berrypecker   Melanocharis versteri  common above Amdua. 4/21 

Mid-Mountain Berrypecker   Melanocharis longicauda  aka Lemon-breasted Berrypicker. Common  

at and above Amdua. 4/21 

Spotted Berrypicker  Melanocharis crassirostris  a female in the grounds at Ambua 

Striated Berrypicker  Melanocharis striativentris Rondon Ridge 

Yellow-bellied Longbill  Toxorhamphus novaeguineae Karawari. 2/21 (IG only)  

Tit Berrypecker   Oreocharis arfaki   a total of 3 at Ambua. 2/21 

Crested Berrypicker  Paramyhtia montium  frequent on the Tari Gap. 4/21 

Black-breasted Boatbill   Machaerirhynchus nigripectus frequent at Ambua and above. 6/21 

Black Butcherbird   Cracticus quoyi   Ambua. 3/21 

Black-backed Butcherbird Cracticus mentalis  PA University Campus 

Hooded Butcherbird   Cracticus cassicus  frequent at Karawari. 5/21 

Lowland Peltops   Peltops blainvillii  scattered at Karawari. 5/21 

Mountain Peltops   Peltops montanus  daily at Ambua. 6/21 

Great Woodswallow   Artamus maximus  common in the highlands. 8/21 

White-breasted Wood-Swallow Artamus leucorhynchus  Loloata and nearby mainland. 4/21 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike  Coracina novaehollandiae  1 on Loloata and also noted near Port  

Moresby 

Barred Cuckoo-shrike  Coracina lineata   1 at Varirata 

Boyer’s Cuckoo-shrike  Coracina boyeri   Karawari and Ambua. 5/21 

White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike  Coracina papuensis  scattered throughout. 10/21 

Hooded Cuckooshrike  Coracina longicauda  a few at Ambua. 2/21 

Cicadabird   Coracina tenuirostris  1 at Varirata 

Papuan Black Cuckoo-shrike Coracina melas   Karawari & Varirata. 3/21 

Black-bellied Cuckoo-shrike Coracina montana  Tari Gap 

Black-browed Triller   Lalage atrovirens   Karawari & Rondon Ridge. 4/21 

Varied Triller   Lalage leucamela   West New Britain & Varirata. 2/21 

Black Sitella   Daphoenositta Miranda  A flock of 6+ on the Tari Gap (IG only) 

Rufous-naped Whistler  Aleadryas rufinucha  highlands. 3/21 

Black-headed Whistler  Pachycephala monacha  Wahgi Valley 

Brown-backed Whistler  Pachycephala modesta  1 Rondon Ridge and several Ambua. 2/21 

Golden Whistler  Pachycephala pectoralis  a female above Rondon Ridge 

Mangrove Golden Whistler Pachycephala melanura  islands in Kimbe Bay, West New Britain 

Regent Whistler  Pachycephala schlegelii  several Tari Gap and Ambua. 2/21 

Sclater's Whistler   Pachycephala soror  a male Rondon Ridge and noted Tari Gap.  

2/21 
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Long-tailed Shrike  Lanius schach   noted in cultivated parts of the mountains.  

3/21 

Australian Figbird  Sphecotheres stictis  Port Moresby area and Varirata. 2/21 

Brown Oriole    Oriolus szalayi   Karawari Lodge and Port Moresby area.  

3/21 

Grey Shrike-Thrush  Colluricincla harmonica  1 in the savannah close to Port Moresby  

(Sue, Judith & Alan) 

Little Shrike-Thrush    Colluricincla megarhyncha 1 at Varirata (IG only) 

Black Pitohui   Pitohui nigrescens  a pair at Ambua 

Hooded Pitohui   Pitohui dichrous   Noted in the Wahgi Valley and at  

Varirata. 2/21 

Mountain Drongo  Chaetorhynchus papuensis Varirata 

Spangled Drongo   Dicrurus hottentotus  frequent at Karawari, noted below Ambua  

and at Walindi. 8/21 

Frilled Monarch   Arses telescophthalmus  scattered at Karawari, also Varirata. 3/21 

Black Monarch   Monarcha axillaris  Ambua and the Tari Gap. 2/21 

Black-faced Monarch  Monarcha melanopsis  Varirata 

Golden Monarch  Monarcha chrysomela  a scatter of signtings at Karawari. 3/21 

Island Monarch   Monarcha cinerascens  1 on an island in Kimbe Bay, West New  

Britain 

Spot-winged Monarch  Monarcha guttulus  2 in Varirata 

Shining Flycatcher   Myiagra alecto   Walindi and Karawari. 7/21 

Black Fantail    Rhipidura atra   Ambua and above. 4/21 

Dimorphic Fantail  Rhipidura brachyrhyncha  Rondon Ridge and Ambua. 2/21 

Friendly Fantail   Rhipidura albolimbata  frequent in the highlands. 5/21 

Northern Fantail  Rhipidura rufiventris  Walindi and Karawari. 2/21 

Rufous-backed Fantail  Rhipidura rufidorsa  singles twice at Karawari (IG only) 

Willie Wagtail    Rhipidura leucophrys  widespread. 16/21 

Bismarck Crow   Corvus insularis   scattered on New Britain. 4/21 

Grey Crow    Corvus tristis   Karawari. 3/21 

Torresian Crow   Corvus orru    Port Moresby area and Loloata. 4/21 

Lesser Melampitta   Melampitta lugubris  1 Rondon Ridge 

Blue-capped Ifrita  Ifrita kowaldi   highlands – stunning little bird! 3/21 

Wattled Ploughbill  Eulacestoma nigropectus  superb sighting on the Tari Gap 

Ceinke-collared Manucode Manucodia chalybata  Varirata 

Glossy-mantled Manucode  Manucodia atra   frequent at Karawari. 5/21 

Jobi Manucode    Manucodia jobiensis  singles at Karawari. 2/21 

Short-tailed Paradigalla  Paradigalla brevicauda  seen daily at unbelievably close range at  

Ambua next to Gill and Sue’s cabin. One, 

possibly the same bird, 1km downhill of 

Ambua too. 6/21 

Princess Stephanie's Astrapia  Astrapia stephaniae  a male and female above Rondon Ridge  and  

several, mainly females at Ambua and on 

the Tari Gap, two superb males there too – 

the male is an incredible sight – some voted 

this the best BOP of the trip! 6/21 

Ribbon-tailed Astrapia   Astrapia mayeri   fantastic bird. Several males seen, some  

with impressive white tail plumes, between 

Ambua and the Tari Gap, and on the Tari 

Gap itself where was saw the incredible 

sight of several males flopping around the 

grasslands, one of the males with an 

unfeasibly long tail. 4/21 
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Lawe’s Parotia    Parotia lawesii   a female in the valley below Ambua 

Blue Bird-of-paradise   Paradisaea rudolphi  prolonged and superb views of a male in the  

valley below Ambua 

King Bird-of-paradise   Cicinnurus regius  two males seen at the regular spot at  

Karawari, one in the ‘scope, though 

generally views were not great 

Superb Bird-of-paradise  Lophorina superba  seen on most days at both Rondon Ridge  

and Ambua. Some brilliant views of the 

males in display at Rondon Ridge. 8/21 

Raggiana Bird-of-paradise   Paradisaea raggiana  a male and two females in the Wahgi Valley.  

Three males and two females at Varirata 

where we had phenomenal views of the 

males displaying – real trip highlight. 2/21 

King-of-Saxony Bird-of-paradise Pteridophora alberti  a male seen above Rondon Ridge. Several  

seen between Ambua and the Tari Gap, 

several giving some display. A BOP tour 

highlight! 4/21 

Twelve-wired Bird-of-paradise Seleucidis melanoleuca  several birds seen at Karawari with males  

only seen briefly but with some display 

seen. 4/21  

Eastern Riflebird  Ptilornis intercedens  brief views of a female for Alan at Varirata 

Black Sicklebill   Epimachus fastuosus  This extraordinary bird has an improbably  

long tail and loud liquid voice. Two distant 

males seen in the valley below Ambua, and 

a female seen on the road up to the Tari 

Gap. 2/21  

Brown Sicklebill   Epimachus meyeri  The staccato machine-gun call of this  

bird is almost as unbelievable as its long 

spikey tail. At least 4 seen above Rondon 

Ridge and 5 was the max day count at 

Ambua 3/21 

Black-throated Robin  Poecilodryas albonotata  1 on Rondon Ridge and noted on the Tari  

Gap. 2/21 

Blue-grey Robin   Peneothello cyanus  quite common at Ambua. 5/21 

White-winged Robin    Peneothello sigillatus  Rondon Ridge and Ambua area. 5/21 

Canary Flycatcher  Microeca papuana  scattered in the Ambua area. 3/21 

Olive-yellow Flycatcher  Microeca flavovirescens  1 at Rondon Ridge 

Pacific Swallow   Hirundo tahitica   widespread. 15/21 

Golden-headed Cisticola Cisticola exilis   in the savannah close to Port Moresby (Sue,  

Judith & Alan) 

Papuan Grassbird   Megalurus macrurus  Rondon Ridge and Tari Gap. 4/21 

Australian Reed Warbler Acrocephalus australis  near Walindi Moresby (Sue, Judith & Alan) 

Island Leaf-Warbler   Phylloscopus poliocephalus highlands. 5/21 

Black-fronted White-eye Zosterops minor   1 at Varirata 

New Guinea White-eye   Zosterops novaeguineae  Rondon Ridge and Ambua. 3/21 

Metallic or Shining Starling   Aplonis metallica   common West New Britain and at Karawari.  

10/21 

Singing Starling   Aplonis cantoroides  frequent on West New Britain, also noted in  

the Wahgi Valley. 4/21 

Yellow-faced Myna   Mino dumontii   frequent at Karawari. 5/21 

Golden Myna    Mino anais   a few at Karawari. 2/21 

Melanesian Mynah  Mino kreffti   aka Long-tailed Mynah. Kulu River,  

West New Britain 
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Island Thrush   Turdus poliocephalus  Tari Gap. 3/21 

Pied Bushchat    Saxicola caprata   highlands. 9/21 

Red-capped Flowerpecker   Dicaeum geelvinkianum  Ambua. 2/21 

Red-banded Flowerpecker Dicaeum eximium  aka Bismark Flowerpecker. Garu WMA,  

West New Britain  

Black Sunbird     Nectarinia aspasia  common at Karawari and West New Britain.  

9/21 

Yellow-bellied Sunbird   Cinnyris jugularis  common on Loloata Island. 2/21 

House Sparrow   Passer domesticus  Port Morseby. 3/21 

Eurasian Tree Sparrow  Passer montanus   Airport Hotel, Port Moresby 

Mountain Firetail  Oreostruthus fuliginosus  pairs noted twice on the Tari Gap. 2/21 

Blue-faced Parrot-Finch  Erythrura trichroa  a female at Rondon Ridge and a male above  

Ambua – heard much more frequently 

Grey-headed Munnia  Lonchura caniceps  in the savannah close to Port Moresby (Sue,  

Judith & Alan) 

Hooded Munia    Lonchura spectabilis  common in the highlands. 8/21 

Buff-bellied Munia  Lonchura melaena  frequent on West New Britain. 3/21 

Grey Wagtail    Motacilla cinerea   1 Ambua 

Australian Pipit   Anthus australis   formerly (or still!) part of Richard’s  

Pipit. 1 at Tari Airstrip 
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Systematic List Number 5 Orchids 
 

The following is merely a selection of what was seen – the list covers 2011 & 2012. More than a 

hundred species were seen. I have not yet identified many of the species noted! Epiphytic unless 

otherwise stated. [species not encountered in 2012 are in parentheses] 

 
Agrostophyllum papuanum   tight bunches of white flowers, the flower lips slightly crenate.  

Orchid Garden at Ambua 

[Arundinaria graminifolia  introduced species seen on the Kuli Gap – very nice all the same!] 

Bulbophyllim bigibbum   or Bulbophyllum arfakianum – purple spotted claw like flower,  

Ambua and Rondon 

[Bulbophyllum blumei   extraordinary flower, with two curved purple green-edged  

sepals and upper sepal purple with white hairy edge. Black Lakes, 

Karawari] 

Bulbophyllum cardiophyllum  very spidery white flowers in groups. Various orchid gardens 

[Bulbophyllum aff coloratum  something similar to this at Ambua. Pink-striped sepals and a  

boat shaped lip coloured/dotted with yellow] 

Bulbophyllum ebulbe   racemes of triangular greenish or creamy flowers - Ambua 

Bulbophyllum formosum   flowers rather like the opened seed capsule of a Gomphus,  

white, heavily pink-spotted. Orchid Garden at Ambua 

Bulbophyllum oobulbum   like a yellow crab’s claw! Rondon Ridge 

Bulbophyllum ortalis   possibly this species Ambua 

Bulbophyllum patella   cute little orange flowered species. In bud Orchid Garden at Ambua 

 [Bulbophyllum peltopus   very long sepals, white, lined purple pink. Tiny deep purple  

slipper of a lip. Very fine species. Orchid Garden at Ambua] 

[Bulbophyllum aff sessile   strange three-pronged white flower with bluish tips set deep in  

the leaves. Ambua] 

Bulbophyllum streptosepalum  extraordinarily long labellum lobes! Orchid Garden at Rondon 

Bulbophyllum terrestris   Orchid Garden at Ambua 

Bulbophyllum trachyanthum   long pointed tepals, reminiscent of a hornbills beak. Scattered  

throughout in the highlands – not 100% sure we didn’t see  

Bulbophyllum tricanaliferum too at Rondon 

[Bulbophyllum unitubum   like trachyanthum but with long slender upper tepal and long  

ultimately downcurved lower tepals. Rondon Ridge] 

Cadetia chionantha   small-ish compact white flowers – probably other Cadetia  

species seen too 

Cadetia taylori    small white flowers, the lip with yellow and pink markings. Orchid  

Garden at Ambua 

Calanthe flava    the common tall yellow-green flowered terrestrial orchid on the  

Tari Gap and on roadsides generally above Ambua 

Calymmanthera filiformis   long racemes of pale spidery flowers in bud in Ambua orchid  

garden 

Coelogyne fragrans    large white, yellow and chocolate flowers – strongly and  

pleasantly scented. Various localtities 

Corybas sp    amazing little terrestrial orchid with single almost stemless purple  

flower aurmounting single begonia-like basal leaf, the flower 

ornamented with purple hairs and with a striking white hood and 

throat. There are apparently 51 species in PNG! In the forest around 

Ambua Lodge 

Cryptostylis sp    terrestrial with stripy purple/white flowers with lip held above  

the spidery sepals. Leaf litter in forest on the way down from the 

Bird of Paradise lek above Rondon Ridge 
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[Dendrobium apertum   small red flowers – Ambua] 

Dendrobium bairdianum   or similar! Terrestrial species along the trail at the back of  

Karawari Lodge (in seed in 2012) 

Dendrobium cemcoides   Orchid Garden at Ambua 

Dendrobium calicul-mentem   Orchid Garden at Ambua 

Dendrobium chordiforme   mid-size elegant white flowers with spreading sepals. Ambua 

Dendrobium chrysoglossum   Orchid Garden at Ambua 

Dendrobium connantum    large spray of golden-yellow flowers in swamp forest on Yimpas  

Lake 

Dendrobium cuthbertsonii  stunning deep red, orange, cream or even mixed colour flowers  

rising directly from small textured basal leaves. Very common in the 

highlands, both as an epiphyte, commonly on tree ferns, and in the 

higher areas e.g. the Tari Gap, growing on mossy soil 

[Dendrobium cyrtosepalum  small spidery white flowers. Orchid Garden at Rondon] 

Dendrobium finisterrae    large hairy yellow and green flowers, etched with deep  

orange-brown lines. Orchid Gardens at Ambua and  

Rondon 

Dendrobium glomeratum    bunches of pink with deepest crimson centred flowers. Orchid  

Garden at Ambua 

Dendrobium hellwigianum   (purple-red flowers) Orchid Garden at Ambua 

Dendrobium lasianthera   quite simply the best! Sprays of deep or/and pale pink flowers  

with the upper petals vertical and deep plum and spiraled. Swamp 

Forest on Yimbas Lake and at one or two other spots in the Karawari 

area – we becamse experts at spotting it in the tree tops along the 

river! 

Dendrobium mayandi    Orchid Garden at Ambua 

Dendrobium petiolatum   vivid pink blooms with orange lip in a tight bundle. Ambua  

Orchid Garden 

Dendrobium prostheciglossum  tall terrestrial species frequent in the highlands but only seen in  

flower at Ambua 

[Dendrobium pseudoglomeratum  Congested mass of pink, red-centred flowers. Orchid  

Garden at Rondon and Ambua] 

[Dendrobium smilliae   compact white heads with green centres to each flower.  

Karawari] 

Dendrobium subaclausum   orange and red var. phlox, and the yellow form pandanicola.  

Orchid Garden at Ambua and Rondon. A very common species 

Dendrobium vexillaris   several colour forms of this variable species present –  

yellow, red, pink and even blue! Rondon and Ambua 

Dendrobium violaceum    (violet flowers!). Orchid Garden at Ambua 

Dendrochilum longifolium  long spikes of pale flowers. Orchid Garden at Ambua 

Diplocaulobium aratriferum  or at least very close to this. Superb spoider white single blooms  

with lip shading through yellow to red at base. By entrance to 

Rondon Ridge 

[Diplocaulobium chrysotropis  Orchid Garden at Ambua] 

Dryadorchis sp    white orange-spotted epiphyte on Restorf Island in Kimbe Bay  

West New Britain. Interestingly there appear to be only five 

Dryadorchis species and all occur only on PNG mainland and all bar 

one are highland species, yet this appears certain to be this genus! 

Epiblastus basilis    Ambua and Rondon. Tight groups of very red medium-sized  

flowers 

Eria oligostichia    Orchid Garden at Ambua 

Glossorhyncha amblicaulis   fine inch across white flowers held flat. Orchid Garden at  

Ambua 
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[Glossorhyncha papuana   small white flowers. On ground outside Orchid Garden at  

Rondon, but probably normally epiphytic] 

[Glossorhyncha tortuosa    tiny white flowered species. Orchid Garden at Ambua] 

[Goodyera grandis   probably this species seen on the Kuli Gap] 

[Grastidium sp    seen on the Tari Gap, small white flowered] 

[Liparis coelogynoides   ?maybe this species on the Tari Gap] 

Malaxis sp    a green-flowered species on the Tari Gap 

Mediocalcar bifolium   red berry like flowers (small) with green petals at end. Ambua 

Mediocalcar decortum   tiny orange-red and yellow flowers en mass – Rondon Ridgeand in  

2012 Ambua 

Mediocalcar montanum   red berry like flowers (small) with white petals at end –  

rather like a muscari in shape. Orchid Garden at Rondon and 

Ambua 

Mediocalcar versteegii   large than decortum but with similar orange and red flowers 

Oberonia encaps     raceme of tiny white flowers. Orchid Garden at Ambua 

Oberonia spectabilis   hundreds of tiny orange and white flowers on a tight flower spike.  

Ambua Orchid Garden and in the forest above Rondon Ridge 

Phaium flavum    rather undistinguished terrestrial orchid with quite large pale  

yellow-green flowers. Tari Gap 

[Phaium tankervilliae   a few on the Kuli Gap – spectacular flowers] 

[Spathoglottis plicata    Pink terrestrial orchid with yellow on lip. Orchid Garden  

at Ambua] 

[Spathoglottis portus finschii   Kuli Gap. Pale pink flowers with a narrow ultimately widening  

lip with yellow only inside the base] 

[Spathoglottis umbraticola  possibly this recently described species. Lip with much yellow,  

rhomboid. Highlands generally] 

Spathoglottis rivularis    common pink terrestrial orchid. Roadsides in the highlands 


